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WHAT DISTINGUISHES OUR PARTY: The political continuity which goes from Marx and Engels to Lenin, to the foundation of the Communist International
and the Communist Party of Italy; the class struggle of the Communist Left against the degeneration of the International, the struggle against the theory of
« socialism in one country » and the Stalinist counter-revolution; the rejection of all popular fronts and national resistance blocs; the struggle against the principles
and practice of bourgeois democracy, against interclassism and political and trade-union class collaboration, against any form of opportunism and nationalism;
the difficult task of restoring the Marxist doctrine and the revolutionary organ par excellence - the class party - closely linked with the working class, and its daily
struggle in opposition to capitalism and bourgeois oppression; the struggle against personal and electoral politics, against any form of indifferentism, of tailism,
of movementism or the adventurist practice of « armed struggle » ; the support of any proletarian struggle which breaks with social peace and rejects the
discipline of interclassist collaborationism; the support of all efforts towards proletarian class reorganisation on the basis of economic associationism, with the
perspective of a large scale resumption of the class struggle, proletarian internationalism and the revolutionary anticapitalist struggle.

Multiform and indissociable
Tasks of the Class Party

Right from the start Marxism defined the characteristic
objectives of the Communist Party with an exemplary clarity.
The Manifesto of 1848 expresses this in a synthetic way as if
engraved into the soul of the wage slaves: constitution of the
proletariat into a class, therefore into a party; overthrow of the
domination of the bourgeoisie; conquest of political power. It
is useless to recall at any great length that for Marxists this
overthrow presupposes civil war and that this political power
can exist only in the form of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

72 years later, reacting to the degeneration of the social
democracy and to the apolitical anarcho-syndicalist attitude,
the IInd Congress of the Communist International affirmed,
also with crystal clarity, in its proclamation written by Trotsky:
the IIIrd International is the party of violent insurrection and
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Consequently, oneadheres to the Communist Party to forge
the political organ which proposes to lead the armed insurrec-

tion and the proletarian dictatorship. For Marxism, the revolu-
tion is not this Great Evening dreamed of by the anarchists and
the revolutionary syndicalists who deny the need for the party
and the proletarian State. The revolution will be a whole
historical period of advances and retreats, of defeated and
victorious insurrections, civil wars and revolutionary wars
whose central question will be that of the conquest and the
dictatorial exercise of political power.

The insurrection itself is only a moment–essential, without
any doubt–in the war of the classes. Its objective conditions
are provided by a deep social crisis (i.e. by an intense devel-
opment of the struggle between classes) produced by a revo-
lutionary thrust in the broadest layers of the proletariat which
involves a general political crisis of bourgeois domination of
such amplitude that the power starts to escape from the hands

The Counter-revolutionary
Role of Opportunism

OPPORTUNISM means:

on the economic level:
•-to accept and defend the capital-

ist mode of production and its laws,
not only as the basis but also as the
ultimate human society;

•-to represent the economic inte-
rests of the small and medium bour-
geoisie, of small and medium proper-
ty (artisanal, industrial, commercial,
productive and distributive) that even
the ultra-developed capitalist society
does not eliminate but rather augments
constantly;

•-to base itself on the social and
political factors which defend the eco-
nomic area that the unequal develop-
ment of capitalism leaves at the dispo-
sal of the intermediate classes, by con-
sidering it vital for their survival;

•-to resist technological and pro-

ductive progress insofar as this un-
dermines their situation and threatens
to proletarianize them by precipita-
ting them into the situation of being
without-reserves (pauperization).

on the political level:
•-to reconcile opposite and/or an-

tagonistic interests, by subordinating
them to the most powerful interest;

•-to rationalize (justify) the inte-
rests of the most powerful, simply
asking for a minimum of participation
in the political administration in re-
turn.

•-to fight the excessive and violent
impulses of partisan interests in fa-
vour of a gradual and progressive
improvement by peaceful and legal
means;

Organ of the International Communist Party

P r o l e t a r i a n

The synthetic but effective article on the fundamental tasks of the class party which we reproduce below, was published
in June ‘81 in «El Comunista», then organ of the party in Spain. Its objective was to indicate to the young elements who
approached the party the traditional orientations of Marxism on this point. It is still useful to point them out today.



Proletarian No 3 / October 20072

Multiform and indissociable
Tasks of the Class Party

( Continuation from page 1 )

of the capitalist class. Its subjective con-
ditions are given by the existence of a
Communist Party equipped with a clear
programmatic vision, strongly central-
ized and disciplined, which knows how
to conquer a determining influence on
the most combative sectors of the class;
and by the firm will in the party and the
decisive layers of the proletariat (and the
soldiers) to launch themselves into the
final fight for the conquest of power.

The preparation of the revolution is
thus the preparation of the party and, by
its intermediation, of the masses for the
supreme tasks of the class war.

THREE FRONTS
OF A SINGLE WAR

Engels wrote in a famous passage
that the party has three permanent tasks:
theoretical, political and practico-eco-
nomic (of resistance to the capitalists).
In 1926, the communist Left in the The-
ses of Lyon defined these three tasks in
the following way:

«The activity of the party (...), al-
ways and in all situations, must develop
simultaneously in these three directions:

a) To defend and specify according
to new facts which arise the fundamental
postulates of the program, i.e. theoreti-
cal conscience of the movement of the
working class:

b) To ensure the continuity of the
organization of the party, and its effec-
tiveness, and to protect it from contrary
influences external to the revolutionary
interest of the proletariat;

c) To participate actively in all work-
ing class struggles, even those caused by
partial and limited interests, to encour-
age their development, but constantly
connecting them to the revolutionary
final goals, by presenting the conquests
of the class struggle as access roads to
the essential future fights, by denounc-
ing the danger to confine itself to partial
achievements as if they were ends in
themselves (...)»(1)

THE POLITICAL AND
THEORETICAL STRUGGLE

The theoretical activity of the party is
a fundamental condition of the revolu-
tion: without revolutionary theory, there
cannotbea revolutionarymovement.The
scientificdeterminationof finalgoals; the

acquisition and the defense of the prin-
ciples of Communism, that is to say the
generalobjectives it isnecessaryto reach
in order to give birth to the new society;
the comprehension of the dynamics of
the class struggle in order to there insert
the conscious action of the party (in
other words, the tactics) able to ensure
the revolutionary capacity of the class
above and beyond the fluxes and reflux-
es of victories and defeats; all this re-
quires the constant analysis of events in
the light of the Marxism and the full
possession of the Marxist theory. Theo-
retical combat translates the conscious-
ness of the party which it would be anti-
Marxist to wish to find in the individual
consciousness of each militant, in the
same way that the comprehension of
military strategy is not the task carried
out by all the officers and all the soldiers
of an army. Theory is the compass of the
revolutionary party without which there
can be only the crass empiricism of op-
portunism which nourishes itself on the
ideology of the class enemy.

The political struggle, insofar as it
can be distinguished from the theoreti-
cal fight and assumes its own physiog-
nomy, is expressed in the activity of the
party which historically ascends these
levels: a) the propaganda of the princi-
ples of the Communism and the conclu-
sions of the doctrine in relation to con-
crete experiences, in opposition to all
other parties and forces of the enemy
classes and of proselytism; b) the con-
quest of an increasing politico-organi-
zational influence on the combative
masses of the class, tending to subordi-
nate their struggles towards revolution-
ary objectives and their general require-
ments; c) the armed insurrection and the
establishment of the new class state. It is
in this specific and characteristic activ-
ity that the raison d’être of the party
materializes. Without it–and, today, in
the absence even of the first level–one
can speak neither about party, nor of
party action.

THE PARTICIPATION IN
PARTIAL STRUGGLES

The active participation in the par-
tial struggles of the working class, and
in particular in the trade-union (syndi-
cal) struggle, constitutes one of the ter-
rains of party activity, although one
would not say that it is an activity that
characterizes it. What distinguishes the

Communists on this terrain, is not the act
of taking part in the trade-union struggle
(open in principle to any proletarian
independently of their political posi-
tions), nor to take part in it in this or that
way; it is the act of taking part in order to
reinforce the conviction that in bour-
geois society there cannot be stable con-
quests, and to point out the necessity of
turningthe permanentguerrilla skirmish-
ing against capital into a school of war
for Communism(but theschool ofwar is
not the war itself!).

By means of this participation, the
party can supplement and complete the
lessons of the experience through its
propaganda, gain new proselytes and
extend its political and organizational
influence among broader masses of the
class. Reciprocally, this participation is
a factor of reinforcement of the immedi-
ate organizations and a guarantee of
their maintenance on the line of the class
struggle. But if it is true that the Commu-
nists take part in economic struggles and
that historically they are able to give
them their maximum potentiality by in-
tegrating themin therevolutionarystrug-
gle, the reciprocal is not true: one does
not adhere to the Communist Party by
the simple act of being a trade union
militant, no matter how combative. The
trade-union militant fights for specific
objectives of an economic nature (wag-
es, hours of work, etc). The communist
militant as such enlists his struggle in
that of an organization which fights for
the conquest of power.

ORGANIZATIONAL WORK

An essential aspect of the fight of
communist militants is organizational
work. Any waran–d in particular the
classwar–implies organization, fromthe
general staff to the ranks, from commu-
nications to the means of subsistence,
finances, services for information and
counter-espionage etc. In the same way,
the party presupposes an organization
suited to combat on all terrains of the
social war, with both public and clan-
destine structures, legal and illegal, with
its information and communication net-
works, its administration and its admin-
istrators, with its bodies for propaganda
and defense, with its territorial and sec-
toral organizations, vertical and hori-
zontal, which as a whole ensemble must
ensurecontinuity, effectivenessand safe-
ty. This is what is also meant by party
work, of an aspect of its struggle as well
which materially supports the work (in-
cluding theoretical) of propaganda and
proselytism, that the work of agitation
and participation in the immediate strug-
gles of the class and those of revolution-
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ary leadership of the masses.

FOR A NONRESTRICTIVE
CONCEPTION OF THE TASKS

OF THE PARTY

These various levels of the action of
the party constitute the specific require-
ments for unitary action. Each one of
these levels implies well determined
working methods and, consequently, the
specialization of militants. But the par-
ty, as a unitary collectivity, «always and
in all situations must include everyone»
as was stated above. To again use the
words of Engels, the fight of the party
«must be carried out in a methodical
way in the three concentrated and recip-
rocally dependent directions» (“For the
first time in the history of the labour
movement the struggle is being so con-
ducted that its three sides, the theoreti-
cal, the political and the practical eco-
nomical (opposition to the capitalists),
form one harmonious and well-planned
entity”.)[cf. MWA]. Better: «the force
and the invincibility of the movement lie
precisely in this attack which we could
say is concentric» (“In this concentric
attack, as it were, lies the strength and
invincibility of the German
movement.”)[ibid.] (2).

The party prepares itself and pre-
pares the class by carrying out the whole
ensemble of its tasks. It does not reduce
itself to just some among them. It is not
by chance that the basic structure of the
party, i.e. the local section, is a territori-
al structure within which it incorporates
the work of propaganda and political
proselytism as well as organizational
work and that of participation in the
workers struggles. It is not by chance
that the communist groups (or trade-
union, or factory cells), the propaganda
groups(including theeditorial function),
like all the other articulations of the
party in the various sectors of its activ-
ity, depend on its territorial organiza-
tions (local sections, regional, national,
international center). The party is not
the sum of its various activities, but the
centralized collectivity which assumes
the permanent tasks of revolutionary
preparation.

The party doesn’t limit itself to the-
oretical work. It is not only the product
of history equipped with consciousness;
it is also a factor of history equipped
with will. It is not a question of merely
interpreting the world, but of changing
it. But reciprocally, to underestimate
theoretical work, is to open the door to
impotence, to the disaggregating influ-
ence of the enemy, to opportunist trea-
son.

The party does not limit itself to the

work of propaganda and proselytism.
Marxism constituted historically pass-
ing beyond utopianism, which claims to
transformsocietybyeducation.The fight
against «educationism» was always in-
separable from Marxism in general and
the fight against opportunism in partic-
ular. One of the first manifestations of
the Left itself was the fight in 1912
against the «culturalism» of the Young
Socialists, against the “Right” which
aimed to reduce the revolutionary activ-
ity of young people to the acquisition of
«socialist culture».

The party is very much an organ for
propaganda; but it is so in order to be a
body of combat.

But reciprocally, to underestimate
propaganda and proselytism means to
void the action of the party, to deprive it
of its raison d’être. The army of the
revolution is an army of volunteers, both
on the level of the party (which is its
military leadership) or on the level of the
masses joined together in the immediate
organizations of the class. Adhesion to
the party, the orientation and the direc-
tion of its organizations and its mili-
tants, presupposes a permanent political
propaganda against that of adversarial
forces.

The work of the party is not limited
to organizational work. Although it rec-
ognizes in Blanquism the appropriate
accuracy of the requirement of central-
ized organization of insurrectionary ac-
tion and the conquest of the power,
Marxism demonstrated the limits of this
purelyorganizational conception of rev-
olutionary action. The revolution im-
plies the fight of the masses lead by the
party, and consequently the conquest of
a decisive influence of the one on the
other. But reciprocally to underestimate
organizational work implies a pacifist
and fatalistic vision of class struggle.

Pacifist, insofar as the class struggle
is a war to the death for power: the
bourgeoisie has already produced the
demonstration of its capacities of resist-
ance in defense of its dictatorship; the
staff of the proletariat must prepare
methodically and systematically with a
war which is not only of ideas, but must
be carried out with the material means of
any civil war. Fatalist, insofar as it leaves
to others the resolution of problems
which come back again to the party and
to it alone to ensure the continuity and
the effectiveness of the political action
of the revolutionary avant-garde. (Do
you use “vanguard” or avoid its use so as
not to suggest trotskyist connotations?)

AGAINST ECONOMISM

The party does not limit itself to the

participationin immediate struggles.The
prospects for the party are not limited to
the horizon of the trade-union guerrilla
skirmish. Its struggle does not confound
it with any partial struggle and it is not
the sum of its participation in them.
Marx recognizes as the precursor of the
communist movement, not the sponta-
neous movement of a trade-union (syn-
dicalist) nature,but theutopianismwhich
contributed a programmatic anticipa-
tion of the future society, and the Con-
spiracy of Equals of Babeuf which, at
the same time as the intuition of Com-
munism, contributed the proletarian
struggle for the conquest of power. The
genesis and thedevelopment of the com-
munistmovementdoesnotcoincidewith,
nor can it be superimposed on the trade-
union (syndicalist) movement of the
working class. This movement is im-
mersed from its roots in the antagonism
which opposes profit and wages and
which does not leave nor can it leave the
limits of bourgeois society. Whereas the
communist movement situates itself on
the terrain of the struggle for a new
mode of production, on the political
ground of the conquest of power. The
trade-union (syndicalist) movement
fights the effects of wage exploitation;
the revolutionary political movement
tends to extirpate their causes.

The revolutionary energies of the
class are not crystallized in the trade-
union movement, but in the political
movement. Adhesion to the party im-
plies going beyond the inherent limits in
any trade-union movement, to raise one-
self to the level of the consciousness and
will of communists. This is why it was
and remains opportunist the claim of the
economism of yesterday and of today
“to give to the economic struggle a polit-
ical character» (3). The function of re-
formism is precisely to reduce the hori-
zon of the proletarian struggle to the
fight for a more favorable division be-
tween wages and profit. This is why,
neither communist consciousness nor
will can result from the trade-union
movement; this is why revolutionary
consciousness must be brought from
outside the spontaneous movement,
thanks to the action of the party, in order
to integrate the action of the masses in a
struggle which exceeds the limits of the
economic situation and of immediate
interests. To make the birth, the direc-
tives and the action of the party depend
on partial struggles with their highs and
lows, i.e. on the spontaneous curve of
the trade-union movement, means to
sacrifice final objectives to contingent
results, which is even the definition of

( Continued on page 4 )
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opportunism; that means to takeup again
on its account the eternal reformist for-
mula according to which «the move-
ment is everything, the goal is nothing».

The party is not a selected organiza-
tion of propagandists (a party of profes-
sors), nor a party of trade unionists,
however combative they are: it is the
organization of the proletarians who
unite themselves with the consciousness
of communist principles, who decide to
devote all their forces to the cause of the
revolution.

But reciprocally, to underestimate
the participation in immediate struggles
means abandoning the proletariat which
defends its living conditions to adverse
influences; that means preventing the
apprenticeship in the difficult art of the
struggle and preventing the possibility
of extending the influence of the party in
the masses; all things considered that
means making the essential conditions
of the preparation revolutionary of the

Multiform and indissociable tasks of the class party

( Continuation from page 3 )
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party and the class impossible.
There is no particular way which

would make it possible to forge the
revolutionary party concretely and to
extend its influence; the party is rein-
forced and acquires the capacity to
direct the class on the revolutionary
road by developing the whole ensem-
ble of its tasks during the course of a
struggle which is inscribed in the iron
continuity between its programmatic
positions and its instructions of prop-
aganda and combat.

There are no «shorter ways»because
there is no other way.

CANADIAN IMPERIALISM OUT OF AFGHANISTAN!
Tens of thousands of Canadians died on the battlefields of

WW1 and WW2. They did this thinking that they were fighting
for freedom. The real reason for their sacrifices is much more
sordid; they died as cannon fodder for Canadian and Interna-
tional Capitalism. They died because the bonds of fraternity
between the workers of the world, real, but tentative were
ripped apart by the joint efforts of Stalinism and the forces of
so-called democracy (the veiled face of capitalist rule). They
died fighting their class brothers manyof whom were mystified
and poisoned by a competing ideology, fascism (the naked
dictatorship of capital, where the veil is removed). They thus
died for a form of capitalism, and in doing so suffered the loss
not only of their lives but of the classist perspective which is the
only way out of the nightmare quagmire of imperialist war.

CLASS WAR TO END IMPERIALIST WAR!

Since the Korean War Canadian Imperialism had managed
to re-invent itself as a “peace-keeper” which meant in reality
that instead of shooting people in the head on the battlefield,
they performed the less glamorous, behind the scenes acts of
repression that freed the more bellicose imperialisms (namely
the U.S.) to do their dirty work. Nevertheless it worked to a
certain extent; Canada was seen by many as a peace-loving
country, its outward symbol the universally loved maple leaf
on young people’s backpacks. So pervasive was this belief that
many American youth, loathe to share the “ugly American”
appellation of their parents and their nation, also took to
wearing the little red maple leaf flag, as a sort of alternate
pacifist symbol.

This insolent and deeply cynical posture has been dropped.
Today, in Kanduhar, in Kabul and elsewhere in Afghanistan
another Canadian Army carries out its grim occupation. It
doesn’t call itself a peace-keeping force. It is there to shoot
people in the head. In fact a Canadian soldier now holds the

record (they keep such records!) for shooting someone dead
over the longest distance. And in the heat of a firefight it often
doesn’t matter whether those it shoots are Taliban combatants
or women and children caught in a merciless crossfire. This is
Canada’s role in Afghanistan—murderous point dog for US
and Nato Imperialism.

The pacifists moan about the injuries to human rights, they
seek to build a consensus of opinion punctuated by the voices
of careerists and religious charlatans, to bring moral suasion
on the Conservative Harper government. “Haven’t we done all
we can there? Isn’t it time to disengage and bring our boys
home?”

But Canada no longer bills itself as the world’s peacemak-
er-their new slogan is

“FIGHT WITH THE CANADIAN FORCES”

Internationalist communists would put forward a different
perspective. They would bring the forces of the proletariat
onto the terrain of struggle against their own bourgeoisie and
against world imperialism.

Strike against Canadian Imperialism in Afghanistan!
Tell Canadian soldiers the truth about why they have

been sent there to kill and die!
Form soldiers committees to struggle against this occu-

pation!
Better they come home in bodybags than remain as

oppressors!
The best outcome for the proletariat is the defeat of this

Imperialist incursion!

FIGHT AGAINST THE CANADIAN FORCES !

For the international communist party!

03/17/2007 International Communist Party

(1) cf «Lyon Theses» presented at
the 3rd Congress of the PC of Italy, held
in Lyon in 1926 because of fascistic
repression in Italy. Texts of PCInt n°7,
p. 112. (2) cf Engel’s foreword in 1874
of «The Peasant War in Germany”.

(3) cf Lenin, «What Is To Be
Done?», chapter III



Proletarian No 3 / October 2007 5

The only Way forward for the
Palestinian Masses: Proletarian Struggle!

The situation of tle Palestinian prole-
tarians and masses has worsened during
the last months, especially in the Gaza
Strip which is subjected to a veritable
blockade by Israel which has closed the
principal passage point for people, goods
and raw materials since Hamas assumed
power. A charge d’affaires for the U.N.
Office forRefugees affirmed on 9 August
that the local economy was in danger of
collapse if this blockade continued.

In industry, 80% of the companies in
Gaza were forced to close, leaving more
than 30,000 unemployed (their wages al-
lowed a considerable fraction of the
1,400,000 inhabitants of the zone to live,
since up to ten people are often obliged to
live from one workers’ wage): this is the
caseparticularlyinthe textilesectorwhich
sells more than 90% of its production on
the Israeli market. Nearly all day laborers
were laid off, while only 5000 monthly
employees remained on the job. (1). The
employers’ organization stated that
120,000 additional jobs were threatened
if the blockade continued (2). Before the
most recent events, unemployment in
Gaza was already estimated at approxi-
mately 40% and the rate of poverty at
more than 70% of the population (“extre-
me poverty” being the lot of 42% of the
inhabitants in Gaza) (3).

The throttling of the Palestinian eco-
nomy has its origin in the dissatisfaction
of American imperialism and its local
power broker– Israel – towards the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) directed by Fatah,
the principal party of the nationalist front
of the PLO which had been lead byYassir
Arafat. Installed by imperialism to put an
end to the Palestinian anti-colonial strug-
gle, the PA was unable to prevent the acts
of violence of the second Intifada (insur-
rection). To ensure that the anger, frustra-
tion, and exasperation in the face of such
a desperate plight did not lead to uncon-
trolled movements, Fatah and its Hamas
rival (and other organizations of lesser
importance) took control of this Intifada
by directing combative energies towards
thefataldeadendofsuicideattacksagainst
Israeli civilians. Basically it was a ques-
tion of avoiding what had occurred at the
time of the first Intifada which, underta-
ken in a spontaneous way, had taken on a
mass character; at that time the Israelis
had the greatest difficulties in crushing it,
while the Islamists, the only ones present
on the ground, endeavoured might and
main to attract theyoung insurrectionists.
To push the Palestinian leaders to go
further and stop all attacks and any guer-
rilla actions, the imperialists and the Is-

raelis, after having multiplied all kinds of
economicand militarypressure, raids and
assassinations, estimated that elections
to renew the Palestinian Authority were
necessary.

But, opposite to what they hoped, it
was not the more “moderate” currents,
i.e. – more collaborationist – of Fatah
which won the elections in January 2006,
but Hamas! The organizations of the left
and “extreme” left, were also defeated. A
representative of the P.P.P. (Palestinian
People’s Party, the local incarnation of
the Communist Party) gave this reason
for the defeat: “the left paid the debts of
Fatah” (4); by rejecting the corrupt and
incompetent bourgeois politicians of Fa-
tah, the voters also rejected the left orga-
nizations,who weremembersof thePLO,
unlike Hamas, because they were percei-
ved simply as PLO appendages. Despite
its politically reactionary character, its
law and order (including moral) program
aimed at its bourgeois supporters, Hamas
was able to conquer an audience among
the masses while providing assistance to
the most deprived while affirming its
intentions of fighting against corruption
and the resistance of Israel.

From the moment of the electoral
victory of Hamas, the American and Is-
raeli democracies openly declared that
theywere going to do everything to stran-
gle the new government. The European
democracies agreed to stop their subsi-
dies to thePalestinians without batting an
eyelid (5), as did the Arab allies of the
United States; while the Israeli State it-
self kept the sums due to the Palestinian
Authority (PA), kidnapped Palestinian
ministers and drastically increased their
murderous military raids. International
law, just like Democracy is only used as a
smoke-screen in the world capitalist jun-
gle, where the only right which obtains is
the right of the most powerful.

Hamas had however implied in va-
rious declarations that it had renounced
its program of destruction of the Hebrew
State, which it was readyto recognize and
tostop fightingagainst; but,without spea-
king about its ties to Iran, this kind of
declaration is completely insufficient for
Israel and its imperialist godfathers (and
also for other Arab States like Egypt).

Because of the potential menace of
the combativeness which the Palestinian
masses have demonstrated for decades,
these states are prepared to accept only
one force to head the PA, a force which
theyarecertain has thewill and especially
the ability to maintain, including by for-
ce, imperialist order in Gaza and in the

West Bank. This is why they derailed
various attempts at governments ofnatio-
nal unity(6) and pushed their liege men in
Fatah, starting with Dahlan, the chief of
the Security Forces of the PA, into con-
frontations with Hamas, even providing
their weapons.

This Dahlan, who has a long history
of collaboration with the Israeli security
services, is undoubtedly “the most hated
man in Gaza”: he has been accused of the
torture and murders of opponents and of
enriching himself through various forms
of trafficking. Unfortunately for himself
and his silent partners, the armed con-
frontations quickly turned to his disad-
vantage, with a part of his men even
deserting toHamas,others simplyfleeing,
whereas the inhabitants stayed in their
place without taking part in one camp or
the other; to symbolize its victory and to
increase its popularity, Hamas took to
pillaging the residence of Dahlan which
was the richest villa in Gaza!

The military victory of Hamas and its
consequent control of all the Gaza Strip
has had as an immediate consequence the
closing by the Israeli government of the
points of passage into this territory and
the payment of a part of the sums which it
owed, to a new anti-Hamas government
hastily formed by Palestinian president
Abbas. That made it possible for him to
pay complete wages for the first time to
150,000 Palestinian civil servants – ex-
cepting thosewhich had been hired bythe
government after the 2006 elections (Ha-
mas retorted by promising that it would
ensure the wages of these 10,000 people).

For theirpart theEuropean Union and
theUnited States announced that theyhad
endedthefinancialandvariousothersanc-
tions imposed on the PA, in support of
Abbas and his Fatah partisans. Fatah as-
ked Israel for the authorization to import
“combat material” coming from Jordan
and Egypt into the West Bank: machine-
guns, assault rifles, jeeps, armoured vehi-
cles, etc, “to defend Fatah against Ha-
mas” (the Americans undertook to res-
tructure the Palestinian security forces
“affiliated with Fatah in the West Bank”)
(7). The Abbas government also asked all
Palestinian factions to surrender their
weapons. In addition the American go-
vernment decided at the end of June to
increase its military aid to Israel by 25%
to reach 3 billion dollars per annum over
ten years; it also agreed to sell up-to-date
fighter planes and other sophisticated
weapons.

( Continued on page 6 )
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Throughout the last months Israel has
unceasingly continued its policy of insi-
dious colonization of the West Bank, by
the establishment of so-called “illegal”
colonies but actually with governmental
support, comprising thousands of peo-
ple; by the construction of the infamous
“Wall” which includes Palestinian terri-
tory; by the development of “strategic
roads”which continuouslycarveup more
and more territory and by the permanent
gnawing away of Jerusalem all designed
to drive out the Arab inhabitants. Today
the 240,000 Israeli colonists and their
infrastructures occupy40% of the territo-
ry of the West Bank, while the 2,400,000
Palestinians are forced to cram themsel-
ves into the 60% remaining! At the same
time raids and various attacks take place
continuously,not even causing an echo in
the international press anymore, nor of
course even the least, platonic protest by
the imperialist States supposedly wor-
king towards “peace” in this area.

At the time of the writing of this
article, August 14, 6 people died in Gaza
(including 4 civilians) while a hundred
people were apprehended by Israeli sol-
diers and “several dozen kidnapped”...

In spite of this, support to Israel, im-
plicit or explicit, was reinforced, not only
at the behest of its traditional imperialist
godfathers, but also by the majority of
Arab States. Egypt had left its border
points with the Gaza Strip closed, bloc-
king thepassageofmore than 5000 Pales-
tinians at the border. It required a hunger
strike of a hundred of them so that, final-
ly, at the end of 2 months, they were
allowedtoreturntotheirhomes;meanwhi-
le forty people aged, and ill, died…

In March, Saudi Arabia organized a
summit of the Arab League which pro-
posed a global peace accord with Israel,
where for the first time the claim of the
“right of return” of the Palestinian refu-
gees was abandoned. The Israeli leaders
answered with ringing phrases, and by
affirming that peace with the “enemies”
of Israel was not possible before 3 to 5
years: the important thing for them is that
the Arab States less and less concern
themselves with support to the Palesti-
nians. Rumours (contradicted byRiyadh)
talked of secret negotiations between Is-
rael and Saudi Arabia, the Americans
signing large contracts for armaments
with both.

In a visit to Israel on August 2, Con-
doleezza Rice declared that “in the Pales-
tinian Territories there is a government

devoted to theguidingprinciples ofpeace
and it is an occasion which shouldn’t be
missed” (to be devoted to peace means
not to be opposed to imperialist interests
and objectives); she promised 80 million
dollars to the “Palestinian security servi-
ces” of this government. The Israeli Fo-
reign Minister responded that “Israel will
not miss this occasion”, explaining that it
wished to benefit from the situation in the
Territories to arrive“atan agreementwith
the moderate government of Abbas” (to
be moderate means to give up all its
demands). In effect, the Americans and
Israelis are counting on the weakening of
what remains of the Palestinian authori-
ties tomake themaccept newconcessions
within the framework of a new orienta-
tion known as “West Bank first”: “to
reinforce the power of Mr. Abbas by
standardizing the living conditions in the
West Bank while letting the situation in
the Gaza Strip degenerate, to get control
over Hamas” (8), with onlya minimum of
humanitarian aid being provided to this
territory to decrease the risks of a social
explosion.

NEITHER ABBAS, NOR HAMAS,
NOR THE NATIONALIST LEFT

ARE ON THE SIDE OF THE
PROLETARIANS

Facedwiththeconfrontationsbetween
Fatah and Hamas, the so-called “left”
organizations wereable to answeronlyby
impotent calls for the cessation of hostili-
ties and a “return to reason” (manifesta-
tion of June 14 in Gaza organized by the
PFLP the DFLP). These organizations
being only the tail of nationalism, cannot
go beyond national “unity” in the name of
the fight against the Israeli enemy (9).

This national unity, means unity with
the bourgeois forces which dominate po-
liticallyin thePalestinianAuthorityin the
same way that they dominate economi-
cally. For the Palestinian bourgeoisie,
what counts is to see itself recognized in
the administration of a small bit of land
where it would be able to develop its
business, to exploit its proletarians and to
garner its profitsquietly. Havinggiven up
its dreams of a large Palestine, for a long
time it has been resigned to accept what
the Israelis and the imperialists offer it, if
the resistance of the oppressed masses
did not force it to play out the comedy of
the national struggle. National unity, the
traditional aspiration of the small bour-
geois who fears the confrontations
between classes, is for the oppressed pro-
letarians and masses a formula for the

inability to defend oneself, whether it is
against the Israeli oppressor or the Pales-
tinian exploiter.

But actually these calls for national
unity launched by the left nationalist or-
ganizations,wereprosaicallytransformed
into unity with...Fatah and the Abbas go-
vernment. On August 13, responding to a
call by this government, the PFLP (Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation of Palestine),
the DFLP (Democratic Front for the Li-
beration ofPalestine) and thePPPorgani-
zed a demonstration of a few hundreds of
people with Fatah in Gaza against Hamas
with chants of “We want the unity of the
people!”. A few days previously, Nayef
Hawatmeh, the old historical chief of the
DFLP, formerly denounced and hunted
by the Israelis as a dangerous terrorist,
had been authorized by the Israeli go-
vernment to come, for the first time, to the
West Bank: that is he came to support
president Abbas. He was also allowed to
speak on Israeli public television: where
he spoke in praise of the collaborator
Abbas and ultimately legitimated the po-
licy of the Israeli government by critici-
zing only its inability “to act concretely”
for peace (11)...

The Palestinian nationalist organiza-
tions, politically all bourgeois, including
their “leftist” fringe, thus complete their
political trajectory by their ignominious
but inevitable homage in the face of colo-
nial-imperialist oppression.

It is false to conclude from this, as
many pro-Palestinians do, that Hamas is
nowanorganization incarnatingthestrug-
gle of the masses or basing itself on their
struggle. Hamas is an organization quite
as bourgeois as the various nationalist
factions, only more reactionary. In spite
of its speeches, of its assertions that it will
not give up “resistance against the occu-
pation”, Hamas itself aspires to nothing
else than to be itself recognized by impe-
rialism and by Israel. As for its victory in
Gaza, it multiplied its declarations for an
agreement with Abbas and therefore for
maintaining the government of national
unity, with an even more “moderate” pro-
gram. It was verycareful not to extend the
confrontations to the West Bank where it
was strongerelectorallyand politically. It
proclaimed that it was ready to recognize
Israel if Israel recognized the rights of the
Palestinians to the Territories occupied
after the 1967 War and ceased coloniza-
tion. It prohibited any demonstrations.
To show its ability to keep order in Gaza,
at the beginning of July, Hamas succee-
ded in obtaining the release an English
journalist held for months by a gangster
clan that the Palestinian Authority Secu-
rity Services didn’t dare to face (10).

The provision of these services brou-
ght certain important politicians like the

The only Way forward for the
Palestinian Masses: Proletarian Struggle!

( Continuation from page 5)
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formerAmericanSecretaryofStateColin
Powell, topleadfor recognition ofHamas
and an end to the blockade in order to
prevent Gaza being transformed into a
“tinder-box” of instability: they do not at
all fear that this organization represents
the struggle of the masses, but are quite
conscious on the contrary that Hamas is
perhaps the only one able to control them
and to impose respect for the imperialist
order over them. However, this position
is in the minority in leading American
circles because of the bonds which Ha-
mas still has with Iran. In addition, con-
trol of the Gaza Strip by Hamas is consi-
dered to be uncertain.

In any event, the proletarians cannot
grant any confidence to an organization
which already displayed its real face du-
ring the general strike of Public Sector
employees last autumn: trying to ruin the
strike which began at the beginning of
Septemberand was followed bythemajo-
rity of the 150,000 workers of the public
sector to force payment of their wages,
Hamas had recourse not only to the tradi-
tional propaganda of national unity in the
face of Zionism, but also to intimidation
and repression (dismissals of supposed
“strike leaders”).Thestrikehoweverheld,
punctuated by demonstrations and tor-
ching of Hamas buildings. On January
14, an agreement was concluded: imme-
diate payment of one month’s wages,
payment by instalments of the arrears,
payment of the transportation costs of the
employees during the strike, suppression
of dismissals, etc. (12). It was a real,
although temporary, victory won by the
workers over a government which wan-
ted to be inflexible.

The Hamas government also took an-
tisocial measures (big cuts in the Health
budget), even if it didn’t apply its reactio-
nary program to the question of the wo-
men’s rights. Today the situation of the
proletarians and the exploited masses,
plunged into increasing misery deepened
by the economic crisis caused by the
Israeli blockade, is terrible.Theyaregrip-
ped between thepincers of the imperialist
pressure exerted by the armed Israeli rab-
ble and the confrontations between rival
bourgeois organizations. Their potential
ally, the international proletariat, para-
lysed by class collaboration, is still una-
ble to bring its assistance to them. Howe-
ver the only way out is that of proletarian
struggle, of the class struggle, including
at the elementary economic level which
they have already amply demonstrated.

It is the duty of the proletarians of all
the other countries, first and foremost the
proletarians of thebig imperialist powers,
not to leave their Palestinian class bro-
thers and sisters isolated and crushed.
They have the possibility of delivering,

not charity, but the only assistance which
is really effective: by engaging themsel-
ves in the resumption of the class strug-
gle, theycan indeed weaken “their” impe-
rialismand smash thevicewhich suffoca-
tes theproletariansof thedominatedcoun-
tries. It would be the first step towards the
united struggle of the proletarians of all
countries to overthrow world capitalism.

This perspective is unfortunately not
immediate; it is however infinitely more
realistic than all the prospects presented
to the proletarians and the Palestinian
masses for decades and which come to
nothing but to steadilyworsen their situa-
tion. As long as they do not have the force
to break with these bourgeois prospects
to find the path of struggle and class
organization things will not change and
their blood will run only for the profit of
the enemy classes.

Class solidarity with the proleta-
rians and oppressed of Palestine!

For the resumption of the class
struggle and the international commu-
nist revolution!

(1)See“TheFinancialTimes”,August
4-5, 2007

(2) According to the Association of
Palestinian Businessmen. cf “Internatio-
nalHeraldPlatform”,8/10/2007

(3) Report of the UNDP (Program for
Development of the United Nations), 7/
17/2007. It speaks of an investigation
near 5000 Palestinian households carried
out between 4/3/2007 to 5/8/2007, there-
fore before the blockade of Gaza and its
economic collapse (www.undp.ps).

(4)See“L’Humanité”,2/1/2007.
(5) In fact, the European imperialists,

completely conscious of the need for the
maintenance of the existence of official
structures so that the Palestinian Territo-
ries do not explode, partially continued
their payments, which are normally used
to pay the wages of civil servants and
morepreciselyofpoliceofficers, to short-
circuit the Hamas government.

(6) Mustapha Barghouti, the former
spokesman of this government which,
according to him included “the best de-
mocratic, pacifist and moderate” Palesti-
nian leaders noted bitterly: “the Palesti-
nian government that Israel wants is a
government of collaborators acting like
its henchmen” and he added: “They will
never obtain it”. This is less than cer-
tain... See “International Herald Tribu-
ne”,7/7-8/2007.

(7) The Israelis are dragging their
heels with their deliveries because a
part of the 5000 assault rifles provi-
ded to Fatah to fight Hamas ended
up in the hands of the latter! See

“Haaretz”, 8/9/2007
(8) See “Le Monde”, 6/20/2007.
(9) See the official statement of the

DFLP of 6/25/2007, signed by a long
string of Arab néo-Stalinist organiza-
tions: “TodaythePalestinian peopleneed
more than ever to reinforce national uni-
ty, to refuse fratricidal division and fi-
ghts, to link the fatherland and the peo-
ple, to stick to these national objectives
and these historical rights in a democratic
Palestinian State” or that of the PFLP of
29/6/2007: “We call on all of our people,
Fatah and Hamas, for the return to reason
and the consciousness of the national
interests. We call on our people for unity,
cohesion, the going beyond of the
wounds and the sufferings, by the con-
demnation of bloody solutions and the
reprobation of the insurrectionary logic
whichever side it is on” Amen.

(10) The spokesman of Hamas decla-
red that it hoped that the message of the
release of the journalist “would reach all
Europe and the Arab and Islamic coun-
tries and would convince their govern-
ments to deal with Hamas”, “The Finan-
cialTimes”,7/5/2007.

(11) See “El Moudjahid” (Algiers),
10/8/2007

(12)www.imemc.org,1/14/2007.
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THE STRUGGLES IN GUINEA

The workers struggle in Guinea-Conakry
Guinea-Conakry is a small West African country of almost

10 million inhabitants, one of the poorest countries on the planet
in spite of its mining richness: diamonds, gold, iron, uranium, etc,
and especiallybauxite of which it is the 2nd largest producer in the
world and which comprises 90% of its export earnings. After
independence French imperialism stopped all economic aid to
Guinea to punish the government of Sékou Touré for having
refused to enter the neocolonial association known as “the French
Community” (“Communauté Française”). Obliged to turn to Rus-
sian imperialism, the regime then devoted itself to the comedy of
the construction of socialism (while assuring the United States that
it would never injure their interests in bauxite production!).

Towards the end of the Seventies, this repressive dictatorship
sought to join up again with French imperialism while Sékou
Touré replaced the references to Marx by quotations of verses of
the Koran. After his death, a military coup in 1984 brought
Lansana Conté, a former soldier with the French colonial army, to
power. If the coup opened the doors of the sinister Boiro prison
camp, releasing the political prisoners who stagnated there, it
marked the beginning of a new dictatorship, selling itself to
Western and in particular French imperialism and which was faced
with riots against the rises of the prices that same year (1).

As it was before, today ore production is firmly in the grip of
large foreign firms (American, Canadian, Japanese), while French
imperialism remains the leading supplier of goods and services to
the country; so that even while the Péchiney company came under
Canadian control, the management and the technical staff which
oversees mining extraction remains French personnel (2). After
decades of pseudo-socialism followed decades of liberal capital-
ism, 76% of the population live in the countryside and the rate of
illiteracy is higher than 70%. Whereas the majority of the Guinean
population lives in increasing misery, local and foreign bourgeois
and the multinationals grow rich, protected by the Conté regime
against an ever increasing dissatisfaction.

In November of 2005 the trade unions organized a 48 hour
general strike to demand a raise in wages and pensions, the
introduction of a minimum wage, etc. In 2006 a second general
strike in March was followed by a teachers strike in May, then by
a new general strike in June which lasted 9 days before being
broken by repression (several dozens were killed).

Even though at the beginning of March 2006 a mission of the
IMF and the World Bank underlined an “encouraging” improve-
ment in the situation of the country, the reality is completely
different for the broad masses: more than half of the population
lives on less than one dollar per day, the persistent rise in the prices
of essential products (30% inflation on average per annum; the
price of a bag of rice, the basic staple, leaped from 115 000 to 250
000 Guinean francs!) has lead to the reappearance of the threat of
starvation while wages stagnate.

Under these conditions on January 10, 2007 the trade unions
launched a new watchword, the call for an unlimited general strike.
At the end of 18 days of striking marked byfierce repression which
killed more than 60 and wounded hundreds (in particular the
January 22 massacres by the police force of a peaceful demonstra-
tion on the Fidel Castro motorway and at other places, not to
mention the attack on the trade-union headquarters, the nerve
center centre of the strike), the negotiations between the govern-
ment and the trade unions arrived at their conclusion: although the
strikers and the demonstrators asked for the departure of Lansana
Conté and his clan, January 27 the trade unions coalition “Inter-
centrale” decreed the end of the strike against the promise of the
appointment of a Prime Minister ( and other concessions). To

effect a resumption of work and make this solution, puffed up
by imperialist circles, pass as a “victory for the people”, the
trade-union leaders explained that the future Prime Minister
would have the real power and that the sinister Conté clan, his
racketeers and his killers, would effectively be rendered incapa-
ble of further ability to inflict harm.

However faced with the delay of the appointment of the
Prime Minister, and of the full payment for strike days, and of
other clauses of the agreement of January 27 not being respect-
ed, on February 2, the trade unions threatened to unleash a new
general strike starting... Monday the 12th.

This delay allowed by the trade-union chiefs was used by
the regime; instead of contacting them as they had hope for, in
order to negotiate, on Friday February 9, Lansana Conté named
one of his close relations: Eugene Camara as Prime Minister.

This capitalist, director of several companies, former min-
ister for the economy and as such the person responsible for the
disastrous situation of the workers and the masses, had been
promoted during the strike to the post of Minister Coordinator of
Governmental Actions (to replace Fodé Bangoura, hated for his
responsibility in the massacres of June 2006), i.e. de facto Prime
Minister: as much as if to say that the agreements of the 27th were
not even worth the paper which they were signed on...

This decision immediatelyprovoked spontaneous demonstra-
tions: as of Friday evening the youth in the Hamdallaye quarter of
the capital Conakry started to demonstrate. Saturday morning in
Conakry the presidential procession was trashed by the pupils of
Matam College (the windshield of the car carrying Conté was
broken, forcing him to change vehicles): the presidential guard
shot at the young people, killing two of theirnumber. In the second
city of the country, Kankan, where the demonstrations began
Friday, a soldier who had shot at the demonstrators, leaving 4
wounded, was himself finished off. Demonstrations and confron-
tations were announced in various localities: Coyah, Maferinya,
Boké, Dalaba, Labé, Pita (where the offices of the Prefect were
torched), Siguiri (where the mansion of the Minister for the
economy was burnt), N’zérékoré, etc

Without awaiting the instructions of the trade-union chiefs,
the proletarians and disinherited masses spontaneously took up
the fight again on Saturdayand Sunday, in a quasi-insurrectionary
environment. Police stations were plundered to seize weapons
whereas the attacks against buildings and properties belonging to
leading cliques of the regime multiplied. Frightened by these
attacks, the parties of the democratic opposition on Sunday
published official statements to condemn, not the repression,
but...”the vandalism” of the demonstrators!

To try not to let themselves be completely swept away by the
movement, but also by the fear of the “thugs” of the regime, the
trade unions found themselves constrained to harden the tone;
they launched the call for the unlimited general strike to start
Monday while now calling for the “departure” of Conté and the
government, which they had obstinately refused to do before
under the pretext that “they are not involved in politics” (3)!

Actually, they were always involved in politics, but in collab-
orationist and bourgeois politics. What was the demand for a
“Prime Minister of consensus” (as for that of the independence of
the central Bank, etc), if not a political demand? And when a
political demand recognizes in theory the legitimacy of the power
and the official institutions in place, it is bourgeois. While
following a bourgeois political orientation, one can conduct a
strike movement only to its defeat: this is what the Guinean trade-
union leaders were going to show once again.
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Whereas on Sunday the capital was paralyzed in many
places by barricades, the armored tanks of the army took up
positions at strategic crossroads while hundreds of Liberian
mercenaries were concentrated in the suburbs of Conakry to
stiffen up the regime. On Monday, the first official day of the
general strike, while the production of bauxite was stopped, the
government, which relied primarily on the special military corps
of the “red berets” directed by one of Conté’s sons, decreed the
“state of siege” (full powers to the army, curfew, prohibitions
against demonstrations, etc). Without awaiting this official
decree the authorities had started to close the independent radio
stations the previous day.

To ensure itself of the honesty of the army, a few hours
before the introduction of the state of siege Conté had issued
a raise for all grades, i.e. increasing the soldiers’ pay. It should
be known that the soldiers in the ranks receive only miserable
pay and are very badly nourished (to the point of sometimes
being obliged to sell their military effects to live), whereas the
officers head up juicy military sidelines and receive bags of rice
which they resell at the full price. At the time of the general strike
of January the soldiers circulated threatening leaflets demand-
ing a raise in their pay. But far from calming the grumbling,
Conté’s decision was accepted like a slap in the face: the raise
for all grades translated itself into insignificant raises for the
ranks and very substantial raises for the officers. A mutiny then
erupted in the Alpha Yaya de Conakry military camp, the
principal military camp and weapons cache in the country; the
soldiers in the ranks drove out the officers, some even seized
weapons and went on to join the demonstrators to the approving
applause of the population.

If the strike had been directed by revolutionists, they would
have addressed themselves to the mutineers to demand that they
place themselves on the same side as the proletarians and to turn
their weapons against the regime. But the trade-union leaders who
after the massacre of January 22, couldn’t find anything better to
do than appeal to “the honor of the Guinean army”, were anything
but revolutionists: respectful of the bourgeois State, it never
crossed their mind to support a mutiny...

They thought only of one thing: how to restore the “dialogue”
with the authorities. Left without prospect, the bulk of the muti-
neers remained in the military camp, whereas another part devoted
themselves to gangsterism and extortions on the population count-
ing on the impunity which the state of siege ensured to them.
During this time, the police force, the “red berets” and the Liberian
mercenaries continued their exactions, sowing terror, and arrest-
ing hundreds of opponents and militant workers.

Whereas they had stated that they did not want to negotiate as
long as the state of siege and the arrests continued, on the Thursday
the trade-union leaders went to a meeting with the representatives
of the authorities, employers and the army. This commencement of
negotiations unleashed the incomprehension and the anger of the
strikers (4), obliging the trade-union chiefs to beat a retreat; “It is
we who launched the strike. With this phase we have arrived at, it
is the strike which leads us”; Hadja Rabiatou Diallo, president of
the CNTG trade union, and spokeswoman of the Intercentrale
acknowledged miserably, to explain why the trade unions were
obliged not to attend the second negotiation. The trade-union
leaders made lifting of the state of siege the condition for the
resumption of negotiations–to which the chief of staff of the army
(5) answered that as long as the general strike continued, the state
of siege would continue...

It would still take a week of curfew and repression before the
proletarian pressure was diminished enough so that the trade-
union chiefs finally felt free to negotiate the end of the movement.
Friday February 23, the chief of staff of the army ordered the end

of the strike for the next Monday and the requisitioning of the
strikers. Throughout the weekend negotiations were held un-
der the aegis of CEDEAO (the Economic Community of the
States of West Africa) and the attentive gaze of French impe-
rialism which the previous week had threatened to send troops
(5), before the agreement was to be sealed: a new Prime Minister
would be named (it was Lansana Kouyaté) and the end of the
strike was issued for Sunday at midnight. In order to not appear
to yield too much to the military, the trade unions stated that
work would commence again on the Tuesday, but that Monday
would be... a day of prayer for the victims!

THENEEDFORTHECLASSPARTY

It is not so much the repression (more than 160 killed since
the beginning of the year, thousands of casualties, hundreds
and hundreds of arrests accompanied by beatings and various
forms of malign treatment) than the class collaborationist orien-
tation of the leadership–the trade-union hierarchies–which
provided the logic of the movement. The exploited Guinean
masses showed that they could stop the economy of the
country; they had without any doubt the force to sweep away
the regime in spite of its sanguinary brutality, if they had at their
head a revolutionary organization equipped with the authentic
communist program to centralize their forces and to move
towards insurrection. In the absence of this proletarian class
party to direct the struggle, it is inevitably other forces, tied to
other classes, which direct the struggle and ruin it: the sponta-
neity of the most powerful movement of struggle is never
enough to compensate for the absence of the party. This lesson
of history, of which the strikes in Guinea give us a new
confirmation, will have to be drawn by the proletarians of this
country as by those in all the rest of the world. The reconstitu-
tion of the party is a constant need for the proletarian struggle,
a need which becomes increasingly more obvious and more
pressing when the fight reaches its greatest breadth ; but it is
also a task which cannot be accomplished on one day or the next
because its resolution requires at the same time the concrete
practical experiment of confrontations between classes and the
political, programmatic and theoretical struggle between the
various orientations and tendencies which claim to be proletar-
ian.

The general strike in Guinea could not solve this problem,
it could only pose it. It is to the honor of the Guinean proletarians
to have posed it with incomparable force (these proletarians
who are in such a minority, so isolated, living in such misery, so
poorly educated, who gave a masterly lesson of proletarian
struggle to the still anaesthetized proletarians of the rich impe-
rialist countries, by drawing in behind them the enormous mass
of the disinherited and semi-proletarians); it will be to the
proletarians of all countries to solve it together across all
borders, seas and continents.

EPILOGUE

A few months after weeks of general strike and bloody
repression, “calm has returned” to the country. Thanks to the
support of the trade unions, the government of the former secre-
tary of “The International Organization of Francophonie” (to
read: international organization of support for French imperial-
ism), Kouyaté, the Prime Minister, was, at the beginning, rather
popular: the criminal regime of Conté thus seems to have escaped
from difficulty once again.

Besides in mid-June, Kouyaté was cordially received by the
new French president who congratulated him on the political
process under way in Guinea and made some promises of credit

( Continued on page 10 )



Proletarian No 3 / October 200710

and reduction of the debts due to France “as soon as an
agreement is made with the IMF” (the generosity of imperialism
has its limits!). Previously, Kouyaté had gone to the United
States to be established and accredited, the role of the American
multinationals in Guinea requiring it.

But as a matter of fact social calm in the country is only
relative, because the proletarians and the masses did not receive
any solution to their problems–and will not be able to receive any
from this bourgeois and pro-imperialist regime. The living con-
ditions of the masses continue to worsen as inflation increases,
unemployment remains endemic, etc. According to a survey
carried out in May-June by Stat View International, a majority of
inhabitants of the Guinean capital live below the starvation
level!

It is thus inevitable that agitation in many forms continues
to express itself, more or less sporadically, which led the trade
union Intercentrale to publicly keep its distance from the gov-
ernment.

In an open letter to Kouyaté at the beginning of July, the
trade-union chiefs write: “Since your nomination, you made
only empty promises to the population, especially concerning
the reestablishment of basic social services”: water, electricity,
transport, being items of the greatest necessity. And, after
having criticized the nomination, renewal or promotion of former
dignitaries of the preceding government, they affirm: “you move
away from the task which is your responsibility and the people
to which you must account is neglected “. All is that quite pretty
but who supported the appointment of this Prime Minister and
called for the resumption of work against the hollow promise that
Kouyaté was going to satisfy the needs of the masses, if not
these same trade-union chiefs?

These last months, after the soldiers in the ranks who
repeated their threats of mutinies if what was owed them was not
paid and who were even devoting themselves to various exac-
tions, a wave of agitation seized the students of the various
universities in the country. In Conakry as in Kankan (where the
dean had been sequestered), courses had to recommence under
heavy police guard.

In the popular districts, in particular in the impoverished
suburbs of Conakry, the inhabitants (especially of the young
people) protested against the cuts of electricity which make life
there impossible: the reestablishment of a normal electrical service
had been one of the promises of the new Prime Minister.

But a more significant positive sign of the state of mind of the
proletarians is provided by the strike of several weeks duration of
the 1500 workers of the Topaz Multi-Industries company.

This company is a group with Indian capital which manufac-
tures paint, packaging, etc. in two factories (in the suburbs of
Conakry and in Coyah); it is infamous for its abusive firings. The
workers braved not only the climateof intimidation reigning in this
company–one of most important of the country apart from the
mines – but they also repudiated the existing trade unions shown
to be “in connivance” with the owner. After having established a
platform of demands requiring the end of “ill treatment” and to
demand wage increases, theywent on an unlimited strike “until the
total satisfaction of [their] demands”. The strikers declared to the
press: “times have changed; we will no longer allow them to stomp
on our feet” (7).

It is clear that the proletarian struggle has not gone into
hibernation in tropical Guinea.

But like everywhere it has in front of it the great task of
breaking with trade unionism collaborationism selling out to the

owners and the bourgeois State, in order to reconstitute the
weapons proper to it: the class organization for the immediate
struggle for defence against the owners, like the organization
to direct this class struggle and to lead it, in unison with the
proletarians of the other countries, until the overthrow of
capitalism and the introduction of its revolutionary power: the
class party internationalist and international.

Times will only really change when this task begins to be
carried out!

THE STRUGGLES IN GUINEA

( Continuation from page 9)

The workers struggles in Guinea-Conakry

(1) See “Le Proletaire” n°395 (February-March-April ‘88).
(2) According to the services of the French Embassy in Conakry,

70 big French companies are established in Guinea, without counting
many small companies which “take an active part in the economic
presence of France”. Bauxite (which is at the base of the production
of aluminum) is mainly exploited by a consortium of the World Bank
and Japanese and American companies. An important investment for
the installation of a factory producing aluminum was decided on by a
consortiumdirected bya Canadian group with participation ofFrench
companies and others, and a second is projected.

(3) At the beginning of February, after the cessation of the first
general strike, the trade-union chiefs failed to attend ameetingwith the
opposition parties which they themselves had even organized, be-
cause, according to their statements, the same day they were to meet
with... the representatives of the World Bank!

(4) The day after the meeting, a new born “Organization of the
Young Workers and Demonstrators of Conakry” published a declara-
tion against “trade-union betrayals”:

We, young workers and demonstrators of Conakry are meeting
thismorning ofFriday February16 to define ourplan ofdemands and
wewill sacrificeourselves for thechange in our countryGUINEA. For
that,weclearlyask thetradeunionists leaders toadoptaclearposition,
while taking into account that more than 158 died and more than 754
were wounded across the country.

Wedemandthat themotheroftheworkersofGUINEAMrsHADJA
RABIATOU DIALLO to be as clear as water flowing over rocks
because, their decision yesterday, Thursday, to discuss with the
irresponsible institutionsof theRepublic, wasforusoneof the greatest
errors made in this crisis. One is either with the people or against the
people.

We are determined to die, to save GUINEA from the hands of its
butchers. After all these massacres, all these slaughters, it is not any
more in question thatLansana Conté remains in power. Hemust leave.
That’s it, period.

EITHER ONE IS WITH THE PEOPLE OR ONE IS AGAINST
THE PEOPLE

LONG LIVE GUINEA! LONG LIVE TRADE-UNION UNITY!
DOWN WITH THE TRAITORS!
(5) Kerballah, the chief of staff of the army, is one of the strong

men of the Conté clan. He was “lionized” (knighted)” by French
imperialism at the time of a visit to Paris in February 2006.

(6) Sending of the passenger ship Sirocco. Regarding military
cooperation with Guinea, the Embassy of France affirmed without
laughing out loud that “the given training aims at the reinforcement of
the operational capacity of the units with general concern for compli-
ance with the rules of ethics and professionalism”. See “Rouge”
n°2192. The chief of the police force of Conakry contradicted the
charges of his subordinates having committed slaughters on January
22, by declaring that this was impossible because they were formed
and trained by French specialists! The Guinean proletarians have
experienced the bloodyexperiment of what is ethical and professional
for imperialism...

(7) “All Africa”, April 24, 2007
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Solidarity
with the General Strike in Guinea!

Six days after its official beginning
on Monday, the general strike continues
in Guinea. The production of C.G.B, the
second leading Bauxite producer in the
world, has been halted, the workers also
having stopped the trains carrying ore,
while the production of the other con-
sortium continues to grind towards a
halt (provoking incendiary inflation in
the prices of bauxite and aluminum on
the world market). All economic activi-
ties are paralysed.

To break the movement and to crush
the demonstrations, the assassin regime
of president-general Conté has resorted
to an inhuman repression murdering
more than 60 people by Saturday. Mar-
tial law and curfew orders (full emer-
gencypowers to the army, prohibition of
all demonstrations and gatherings, clos-
ing of independent radio stations and
cybercafés, etc.) were issued Monday
and the sinister “red Berets” command-

ed by Conté’s son, as well as Liberian
combatants, have multiplied their atroc-
ities: arrests, torture, massacres.

But the mutiny at the main military
camp in the capital of Conakry is reveal-
ing the weakness of the regime which
could not resist a long general strike.

In spite of that the trade-union
chiefs agreed this Thursday 15 February
to negotiate with the employers and the
military leadership, whereas the day
before they refused to negotiate under
terror! They gave up the demand for the
removal of Conté and his government, a
demand they had raised with much hue
and cry on February 11 so as not to be
overwhelmed after the spontaneous re-
sumption of the movement and the dem-
onstrations. Now they ask only for the
appointment of a new Prime Minister: it
was already with the promise of such an
appointment that they had decided on
January 27 to cease the general strike
begun 18 days earlier! There is scarcely
any doubt that they are preparing to
sabotage the struggle once again, if the
Guineanworkersarenotableequip them-
selves with an independent class organ-
ization capable of counteracting their
manoeuvres.

The Guinean proletarians and mass-
es have already paid a heavy tribute
suffering repression by a regime which
not only defends the interests of a small
clique, but the general interests of capi-
talism and imperialism. Their cause is
that of the proletarians of the whole
world, their fight against repression and
bourgeois exploitation must receive the
support of all those who fight against
capitalism and imperialism. To begin
with by opposing the threat of military
intervention brandished by French au-
thorities who have just sent a battleship
to the area and have declared that their
soldiers were ready to intervene from
nearby Gabon.

Stop French support for the Conté
regime!

Withdrawal of military advisers!
Close all French military bases on

the continent!
French Imperialism out of Africa!
Solidarity with the General Strike

in Guinea until Victory!

Guinea:
the Army

Requisitions
all the Workers!
Friday evening, Kerfalla Camara, the

chief of staff of the Guinean army, an-
nounced in a radio broadcast that he has
ordered the end of the general strike and
the resumption of work on Monday, by
requisitioning all the workers in the ad-
ministration, in commercial establish-
ments and in private enterprises!

However, in the course of the day,
the deputies – pro-government in their
crushing majority, the opposition having
boycotted the last elections because of
frauds – had unanimously decided not to
prolong the state of siege which gave full
powers to the army, as demanded by pres-
ident Lansana Conté. According to the
GuineanConstitution, thesoldiersno long-
er have any legal authority to give orders
to the workers and to the population.

But the army has force on its side,
not a constitutional scrap of paper or bour-
geois legality, but the force of weapons.
Last pillarof the criminal regime of Conté;
seriously ill and experiencing only2 hours
of lucidity per day; and who is only a
marionette, the army believes itself all
powerful. However it is impossible to put
a soldier behind each proletarian to oblige
them to work! To try to break the strike,
the soldiers will need recourse to increased
terror, to devote themselves to new mas-
sacres to intimidate the workers, mean-
while bestial repression has already killed
more than a hundred since the beginning
of the year and hundreds of people have
been arrested over the last week.

The military will easily be able to
continue their crimes, because the Guine-
an regime has the support of the States of
the area (who send their emissaries to act
in concert with Conté) and of the imperi-
alist powers, starting with France which
has already dispatched a warship to the
gulf of Guinea and has announced that it
was ready to intervene with its soldiers
based in Gabon (under the pretext of guar-
anteeing the safety of French citizens in
the country): all these States want to de-
fend the “stability” of Guinea because this
stability is necessary for the exploitation
by the multinationals of the mining riches
of the country and for the stability of the
capitalist order in all the area.

Without this support (including
military in the case of the Liberian com-

( Continuedon page16 )

«Programme
communiste»

Theoretical review
Summary of Nr. 99 (June 2006)

·-L’Unitéde l’Europebourgeoise:une
illusion anti-prolétarienne réactionnai-
re-·-Ce qui distingue notre parti-·-
Matériaux pour un bilan des crises du
parti. En mémoire de Bruno Maffi - La
défense des bases programmatiques et
politiques de la gauche communiste
implique aussi la lutte contre les dévia-
tions démocratiques et personnalistes
toujours renaissantes-·-Les Variations
d’Il ProgrammaComunista sur la«ques-
tion nationale»-·-Propriété et capital
(3). Encadrement dans la doctrine
marxiste des phénomènes du monde
social contemporain - VI. La propriété
urbaine. Le capitalisme et la propriété
urbaine des immeubles et des terrains -
Note sur le problème de la construction
en Italie - Thèses relatives aux chapi-
tres I - VI-·-Notes de lecture. - David
Riazanov: Marx et Engels / Robert Ca-
moin: DavidRiazanov, marxisteet com-
muniste / D.B. Riazanov: Marx and
Anglo-Russian Relations and other wri-
tings.

Price one copy:
4 / 8 FS / 3 £ / USA + Cdn US $ 4 /
Amérique latine US $ 2

February17,2007
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batants), the regime would probably have
already collapsed. The days to come will
be decisive: where the dictatorship will
succeed in breaking the fight of exploited,
or the strike will crush the criminal re-
gime. Whatever the immediate outcome,
the disinherited proletarians and Guinean
masses have as their only allies the work-
ers of the other countries. They need the
class solidarity of the proletarians of the
large capitalist countries; they need the
struggle of the proletarians here against
French imperialism, the real gendarme of
Africa.

No to the Support of French Impe-
rialism for the Conté regime!

Withdrawal of French Military
Advisers in Guinea, Close all French
Military Bases in Africa!

For the Rebirth of Proletarian In-
ternationalism, For the Resumption of
the International Class Struggle!

Long Live the General Strike in
Guinea! February 24, 2007

« le prolétaire»
N° 484-485

( May - September 2007 )
Summary

- Nouvelle victoire de la mystification
électorale. Besoin accru de la lutte pro-
létarienne!
- La leçon des grèves à Airbus
- Etat, démocratie et dictature dans la
perspective du communisme
--Les élections ça coûte cher, mais ça
peut rapporter gros !
--Non à l’union sacrée derrière le PS!
Vive la lutte de classe contre le capita-
lisme !
- V.P. («Partisans«): Les auxiliaires
maoïstes de la démocratie
- Non à une intervention au Darfour!
--Après la grève générale, calme pré-
caire en Guinée
- Une seule issue au calvaire des masses
palestiniennes: la lutte prolétarienne!
- Venezuela:Chronique d’unetrès bour-
geoise «révolution bolivarienne»
- Lénine. Thèses sur la démocratie bour-
geoiseet ladictatureduprolétariat (1919)
( extraits )
--L’entrée de Fadela Amara au gouver-
nement
- «Auschwitz ou le grand alibi» n’a pas
le droit de cité à la Fête de L.O.
--Qu’est-ce que l’UJFP ?

The General Strike
Continues!

The internationalmedia speaksabout
it as little as possible, but the Guinean
masses and proletarians continue their
fight against the bloodydictatorship sup-
ported and armed by French and other
imperialisms. They have an urgent need
for the solidarity of all the workers.

On Monday, the curfew “was re-
duced” by a few hours, but the strike
continued in a massive way across the
whole country!

The blockade of information is also
total (closing of the cybercafes, of inde-
pendent radio stations – except for Ra-
dio Nostalgie which plays only music!
newspapers; threats on the journalists
including those working for internation-
al media, etc.) Since the introduction of
the state of emergencyand the curfew, in
addition to dozens of deaths, hundreds
of people (oppositionists, demonstra-
tors, militant workers) have been arrest-
ed, maltreated, often tortured.

The former president of Nigeria, Ba-
bangida, arrived Saturday, in the name
of CEDEAO (Economic Community of
West Africa), in fact to give his support
to the Conté regime, while having the
gall to call for the revival of the social
dialogue! Babangida declared that he
did not want to see Guinea “falling into
a chaotic situation” and “to be destabi-
lized by an insurrection”. The former
General Babangida knows of what he
speaks: From the 80’s into the 90’s in
Nigeria he lead the military regime then
in power, which followed a brutal policy
of anti-working class repression. Ac-
cording to opponents of this regime,
Babangida had erected: “a fortress of
rot, of disorder, of trafficking and of bad
governance”. The corruption reached
heights never before seen (and then it
got worse still!)

Babangida declared in Conakry that
when he was leader in Nigeria (when he
was actually plundering it!), he main-
tained “special privileged relations
with General President Conté”: special
privileged relations between gangsters!
The petit-bourgeois democratic oppo-
sition – completely absent from the
conflict – rejected the coarsely obvi-
ous trap which the Prime Minister held
out to it: to be used as a fig leaf by the
criminal dictatorship while taking part
in a new government.

The trade-union leaders did not go to
the second meeting with the military
authorities, the employersand the repre-
sentatives of the State on Saturday, be-
cause, accordingto theirownstatements,
of thedissatisfaction caused among their
members and the population by their
participation in the first meeting. Hadja
Rabiatou Diallo (president of trade un-
ion CNTG, and spokeswoman of the
Intersyndicale) acknowledged misera-
bly: “it is we who launched the strike.
With this phase we have arrived at, it is
the strike which leads us “!

The trade unions have demanded the
lifting of the state of siege as a precondi-
tion to the resumption of meetings with
the authorities: thechief of staff Kerfalla
Camaraanswered that there wasno ques-
tion of lifting the state of siege as long as
the strike continued.

Finally on Tuesday and Wednesday,
there were 2 meetings for a “dialogue”
between the trade unions and the author-
ities, although the so-called “precondi-
tion” required bythe tradeunions (lifting
of the state of siege) was not carried out.

As proof of trade-union goodwill,
the Secretary-general of the USTG, one
of the two largest trade-union centrals,
declared while arriving at the meeting
today: “We came (...) so that together,
we can contribute to lifting the state of
siege, but also to make it so that we all
move in the direction of appeasement”.

The representatives of the govern-
ment still want to make the trade unions
recognize Camara, whose nomination as
Prime Minister first detonated the explo-
sive situation (while asking the trade
unions to grant him a “probationary pe-
riod “); and they want above all for them
to call an end to the strike: the authorities
have given the trade unions until Friday
to finish off the strike. After the stick, a
carrot: Camara has promised to give 3
ministerial posts to the trade unions. No
question of outright refusal! The trade-
unions declared (declaration ofa spokes-
person of the USTG), that Camara the
capitalist, minister for 10 years in vari-
ous posts most recently Minister of the
Economy and as such the person respon-
sible for the disastrous situation of the
masses, has been “honest” (sic!), but too
close to the ruling power! The president
of the CNTG, R.S. Diallo, added: “if we

( Continuation from page 5)

The Army Requisitions
all the Workers!
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call off the watchword to strike, the base
will not agree”! …

While trade-union chiefs and func-
tionariesof the“RepublicanInstitutions”
discussed pleasantly, arrests continued
throughout thecountry: inoneweekthere
have been more than 400 people arrested
and held in the military camps under
deplorable conditions. Whether Eugéne
Camara is preserved or another takes his
place (names of various politicians cir-

The Trade-Union Chiefs
Liquidate the General Strike!
At the end of discussions with the

authorities, religiousleadersandadelega-
tion of the CDEAO (economic com-
munity of the States of the area) directed
by the former President-general of
Nigeria, the gangster Babangida, the
trade-union leaders decreed the “suspen-
sion” of the general strike which had
lasted for2 weeks,asofSundaymidnight.

For hispart,PresidentLansanaConté
has promised to name a new Prime
Minister from a list of 5 names indicated
by the trade unions and the opposition
parties. The trade-union leaders speak
about a great victory (while evoking a
possible resumption of the strike), but it
looks more like a capitulation! The news
service AFP reports that this agreement
“did not cause any particular demonstra-
tion of joy” in the country.

Let us recall that the chief of staff of
the Army “had ordered” the end of the
strike for Monday and had ordered the
requisitioning of all workers, after the
deputieshad onFridayrefused to prolong
the state of siege as Conté had asked
them to.

So as not to appear to yield too much,
the trade-union leaders stated that, if the
strikewerefinishedasofSundayevening,
Monday would actually be... a day of
prayers for the victims (several dozen
killed in the last 15 days, more than one
hundred twenty since the beginning of
the year)! They were also content “to
request” the release of the hundreds of
people arrested and tortured since the
resumption of the strike.

The trade-union leaders had already
halted the first general strike at the end of
Januaryon thesimple promisesofConté,
among other things to name a Prime
Minister of “consensus” (a claim puffed
up by the imperialist powers which
especially do not want a government

overthrown by a single strike!).
Faced with assurances which went

unrespected, the movement spontane-
ously recommenced 2 weeks ago, taking
insurrectionary forms against the regime
(destruction of villas and buildings
belonging to the ministers, attacks on
public buildings, prisons, and police
arsenals to seize weapons...). The trade-
union leaders had then been constrained
to radicalize their speech so as not to be
completely overwhelmed: they were
resigned to also demand the departure of
Conté and the end of his criminal regime
(which they refused to do before under
the pretext that they “did not make of
policy”!) ...beforegoing tonegotiatewith
him after a few days.

Nothing has been “normalized” in
Guinea.

A simple change of Prime Minister
will not mean an end to the clique in
power, and even less so the end of the
exploitation, oppression and misery in
this country which abounds in natural
resources of all kinds. Against the
criminals who are in power, against
capitalism which is the cause of their
misery, theyouth, thedisinheritedmasses,
the proletarians of Guinea will have to
continue to fight as they have with cour-
age and exemplary determination for
weeks in the teeth of unleashed repres-
sion. But to carry out this struggle, they
cannot identify with those which once
again have just sold out their struggle
against empty promises: they will have
toorganize themselveseconomicallyand
politically on a firm class basis and with
openly anti-capitalist and revolutionary
objectives.

Long Live the Struggle of the
Proletarians of Guinea!

26/02/2007

culate), that will not change anything in
the situation of Guinean proletarians...

The path of negotiation is the path of
capitulation. The general strike in
progress has sufficient force to defeat
bourgeois repression, if it is directed
and centralized towards the overthrow
of the Conté regime and against capital-
ism. But, in the absence of an authentic
class organization to lead it, to be able
stand in opposition to all the manoeu-

vres, the strike is likely to exhaust itself
sooner or later.

ForIndependentProletarianClass
Organization!

Long Live the Unlimited General
Strike of the Guinean Proletarians!
No to political and military support of
French imperialism for the Assassin
Guinean Regime! Long Live the In-
ternational Anti-capitalist Struggle!

February 21, 2007

« Il Comunista »
n° 105-106

Luglio-ottobre 2007

Nell’interno

•--L’unica alternativa storica: Guerra
capitalistica mondiale o rivoluzione
proletaria e comunista !
•--Globalizzazione e crack finanziari,
due fattori dello stesso processo di
crisi del capitalismo
•--Referendum sull’accordo sindacati-
confindustria-governo: il solito modo
per far passare accordi già sottoscritti
sulla pelle dei proletari
•--Una sola via d'uscita al calvario del-
le masse palestinesi: la lotta proleta-
ria di classe!
•--«Aushwitz o il grande alibi» indi-
gesto a Lutte Ouvrière
•--Il Partito Democratico, tentativo di
unificare le forze di conservazione so-
ciale borghese «di sinistra»
•--Ma quali Pensioni?, sull'accordo del
23 luglio 2007 tra governo-sindacati
tricolore-padronato
•--Napoli: il SLL-per il sindacato di
classe, deve superare le vecchie me-
todologie attraverso un'azione sincro-
na e concorde espressa da una piat-
taforma di lotta unitaria
•--Operaio si uccide perchè non riu-
sciva a pagare il mutuo per la casa
•--Infortunio mortale alla 3b di Salga-
reda (TV)
•--Per difendersi ci vuole: lotta ad ol-
tranza, sciopero immediato, allargare
la lotta a tutti i posti di lavoro, manife-
stando in piazza contro lo sfruttamen-
to e la morte sul lavoro, (nostro vo-
lantino)
•--Rigettiamo l'accordo tra padroni-
sindacati tricolore-governo riprendia-
moci la lotta dura e intransigente! (no-
stro volantino)
•--Iacorossi, volantino SLL: contro la
cassa integrazione, mobilitiamoci e
lottiamo!
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The events of Oaxaca are the fruit
of a political, economic and social sit-

Against the Repression in Oaxaca,
Anti-capitalist Class Struggle!

For several months the town of Oax-
aca, capital of the Mexican State of the
same name, has been the center of im-
portant struggleswhich havesuffered re-
peated attacks by the forces of repres-
sion (police, armyand paramilitary) with
many victims: at the end of November
the toll was 22 dead and 34 disappeared.

The starting point was the day of
ritual inaction which is organized in
May at the time of the renewal of the
employment contracts, of the National
Trade Union of Education Workers. For
this corporatist and class-collaboration-
ist trade union this was to be nothing
other than a pale simulacrum of struggle
designed to allow the pressure generat-
ed by the difficult conditions which the
teachers experience, to dissipate and
inevitably lose energy. But in the State
of Oaxaca, Section 22 of the SNTE, in
opposition to the practice of class-col-
laboration of the traditional trade-union
big-wigs, decided on May 22 to launch
a strike, thinking that the government of
the State of Oaxaca was going to give an
immediate response to the demands for
negotiations. (1).

The answer was given on June 14: at
4:AM; the local authorities launched an
attack of thousands of police officers,
helicopters, dogs, teargas, etc. against
the strikers, who had installed a Protest
Encampment (Planton) in the central
square. For several hours the confronta-
tions opposed the forces of bourgeois
lawand order against the strikers; joined
by many inhabitants of the city; there
were hundreds of casualties, but the
police were forced to withdraw, while
the demonstrators began to occupy
administrative buildings and started to
erect barricades everywhere, manned
night and day to prevent the return of the
police officers; following this, the local
radio and television stations were occu-
pied to prevent the systematic misinfor-
mation by the authorities and to retrans-
mit the news of the fight.

Following these confrontations, the
movement took a very different form;
gigantic protest demonstrations took
place in Oaxaca, and the social claims of
the teachers (payment of unpaid wages
and wage increases) became secondary
to the demand for the resignation of the
governor. The authorities while playing
for time for the situation to deteriorate,

sporadically utilized “death squads”
which shot at the demonstrators during
the night. The participants spoke about
a “Commune” in reference to the Paris
Commune as well as referring to tradi-
tional Indian communities (the State of
Oaxaca is one where the Indian popula-
tion is most numerous).

Under the pretext of broadening the
movement, the local section of the
teachers’ trade union supports the initi-
ative of the constitution of a “Popular
Parliament of the People of Oaxaca”. A
sign of support in the face of repression
and of the general dissatisfaction in con-
trast to the veritable Maffia of irremov-
able political leaders, the APPO gathers
340 organizations, associations and var-
ious parties “of various sectors of soci-
ety in this State” and in mid-November,
after the fall of the barricades following
a newbrutal and massive intervention of
the forces of repression, it even gave rise
to a “alternate government”.

This APPO made a lot of noise in
the press. Some want to see there a true
Commune with the image of the Paris
Commune or a kind of Peoples’ Soviet,
an instrument of dual power of the work-
ers and peasants, even the beginning of
the Mexican revolution!

Actually, it is nothing but an inter-
classist gathering trying to dilute the
explosive social anger in a democratic,
pacifist civil disobedience struggle. Af-
ter having supported the presidential
campaign of the party of center-left, the
PRD, the APPO tried to convince the
Mexican Senate (where the right is in the
majority) that the vacuum of power in
Oaxaca was paralyzing the city, in order
to organize new state elections. Then it
engaged in discrete negotiations with
the government,while the famous “com-
bative” local union called on the teach-
ers to resume work - which was inevita-
ble besides after a 5 month strike and the
absence of concrete prospects. While
certain very minoritarian local trotsky-
ist groups could very well denounce
the treason of the local union 22 and
the machinations of the APPO leaders
in arriving at a compromise with the
authorities, they could propose noth-
ing other than the continuation of the
movement on its democratic, interclas-
sist basis with the objective of the
dismissal of the governor.

DEMOCRATIC
AND POPULAR ILLUSIONS

AGAINST THE CLASS
STRUGGLE

In December the APPO published a
declaration addressed “to the peoples of
Oaxaca, of Mexico and the World” and
to “all the intellectuals, all the artists, all
the eminent members of the scientific
community and others, to all the
NGO’s” (2) The APPO did not address
its declaration to proletarians, to the
working class of Mexico and the World,
that is to say to those who are exploited
by capitalism and who by their revolu-
tionary struggle, can overthrow it to
establish Communism: a classless soci-
ety without exploitation, money and
commodities, borders and States. Of
course this is because the goal of the
APPO, according to this declaration, is
“a truly free and sovereign State of’
Oaxaca “. Marx said that to call for a
“free State” indicates the “limited men-
tality of humble subjects” (3): the con-
scious workers fight to destroy the cap-
italist State, not “to release it”!

The constitution of the so-called
alternate government, “to build a pow-
er which little by little will itself de-
stroy the existing power”, taking
charge of the functions which devolve
upon the State (!) as its objective, is
undoubtedly a response to this kind of
criticism. But this is obviously the best
means of exhausting the movement
while above all avoiding confrontation
with this State, which like any bour-
geois State cannot be destroyed little
by little! It is not a popular and dem-
ocratic movement of civil disobedi-
ence, but a violent proletarian revolu-
tion directed by the class party, which
will be able to cut down the bourgeois
State and to substitute the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

“Between capitalist and commu-
nist society there lies the period of the
revolutionary transformation of one
into the other. Corresponding to this is
also a political transition period in
which the state can be nothing but the
revolutionary dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.”(4)
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«el programa
comunista»

N° 47 - Julio de 2007
EN ESTE NÚMERO

•-Futuro del capitalismo: ¿Bienestar y
prosperidad? No: Crisis económicas y
miseriacrecientedelproletariado,cada
vez y siempre más numeroso y opri-
mido en el mundo

--•-En defensa de la continuidad del
programa comunista (8) / Tesis
suplementarias sobre la tarea históri-
ca, la acción y la estructura del parti-
do comunista mundial (Milán, Abril
1966) / Tesis sobre la tarea histórica,
la acción, y la estructura del partido
comunista mundial, según las posi-
ciones que desde hace más de medio
siglo forman el patrimonio histórico
de la Izquierda Comunista (Nápoles,
Julio 1965)

--•-Contra la represión en Oaxaca: ¡lu-
cha proletaria anticapitalista!

--•-Un terrible tsunami en el sudeste
asiático provoca centenares de miles
de víctimas / Todas las autoridades
sabían perfectamente lo que estaba
sucediendo, pero nadie actuará / Los
4paísesmásdevastadosporel tsunami
del 26 de diciembre 2004

--•-Crónica Negra y catástrofes de la
moderna decadencia social (Técnica
descarriada e indolente gestión, para-
sitaria y rapaz)

--•-La emigración y la revolución mun-
dial: ¡Por la unidad del proletariado
internacional!

--•-Unión Sagrada para condenar las
revueltas de los suburbios

--•-Palestina, el Líbano: ¡Sionismo ase-
sino, imperialismos y Estados árabes
cómplices!

--•-La misión de los cascos azules es
puramente de guerra imperialista: ¡Ni
un solo casco azul al Líbano!

--•-La guerra imperialista en el ciclo
burgués y en el análisis marxista (Fin)

(Theorical review in Spanish)-•-One
copy£2 / 3 / Sfr 8 / Latin America: US
$ 0,5 / USA and Cdn: US $ 3 . Price
support, one copy: £ 4 / 6 / Sfr 16 /
Latin America: US $ 1 / US and Cdn:
US $ 6.

organized occupations and demonstra-
tions of several hundreds of thousands,
perhaps millions of people in Mexico
City, and he proclaimed himself the
true president.

The massive character of these mo-
bilizations is without any doubt a sign
of the dissatisfaction which has accu-
mulated towards the politicians who
direct the country; but the fact that the
candidate of the PRD can incarnate the
change is also the sign of the depth of
the existing illusions. The PRD is a
party moderately of center-left, from
which the economic program is not dif-
ferent from that of the PAN and it was
a PRD governor who authorized the
sending of the forces of repression
against the strikers of Lazaro Cardenas.

The political instability which
seems to be infecting Mexico should
not be misunderstood: the social up-
surges there are still contained by open
repression mixed with democratic di-
versions — and for a period of time this
is inevitable.

But the deployment of the open so-
cial war, of the class struggle, is inex-
orable; moreover the Mexican emigrants
in the United States already showed
while massively demonstrating and by
striking this May Day, undoubtedly in
a still confused, but powerful, way that
the Mexican proletarians are again tak-
ing up this long road.

To continue on this way they will
have to avoid the democratic obstacles,
the interclassist dead ends; they will
have to find the fundamental weapons
of the class struggle, to organize inde-
pendently of all other classes, to con-
stitute their class party, international-
ist and international. That will not be
done without much duress, or quickly.

But it is the condition so that tomor-
row the proletarian Mexican Commune
will be born and that it will be victo-
rious!

Down with bourgeois oppression
in Oaxaca and the rest of Mexico!

Long live the anti-capitalist and
international class struggle!

October 2006

(1) According to an interview of a
member of this trade union. cf Prensa
de Frente, 29/10/06, published on
risal.collectifs.net

(2) www.asambleapopulardeoaxaca
.com/boletines

(3) Critique of the Gotha Program
(4) Ibid

CORRESPONDENCE :
France : EditionsProgramme,
3 rue Basse Combalot, 69007
Lyon
Switzerland : Editions Pro-
gramme, Ch. de la Roche 3,
1020 Renens
Italy: IlComunista,C.P.10835,
20110 Milano

uation which is not only relevant to
this State, one of poorest in Mexico
(but also one of those where the activ-
ities related to tourism are most prom-
ising).

The rate of Mexican unemployment
was officially only 3.6 % in 2005; but
the specialists generally estimate that it
is actually 25%, and that practically
half of the work force is in a state of
under-employment or abstract employ-
ment (odd jobs). According to esti-
mates’ the number under the poverty
line varies from 45 to 70 million (either
45% to70% of a population of a little
more than one hundred million inhab-
itants), whereas the wealth of the cap-
italist minority never stopped increas-
ing. The industrial development of
Mexico, particularly in the form of
maquiladoras, those factories where the
proletarians are subjected to a bestial
exploitation on behalf of American
companies or working for the Ameri-
can market, or from the traditional in-
ternational companies (Volkswagen,
etc), suffers from the competition of
countries where the wages are even
lower, like China.

The degradation of the living and
working conditions of the proletariat
was the origin of several tough strikes
in the last few months. That was in
particular the case of the long strikes in
the iron and steel industry. 500 strikers
occupying the iron and steel complex
of Lazaro Cardenas (in the State of
Michoacan) where a long tradition of
struggles exists, at the end of April
suffered an attack of almost a thousand
police officers and soldiers which killed
2 with forty casualties. However in spite
of repression, the workers have it seems
it, obtained at least some of their de-
mands.

The attrition of the bourgeois party
directing Mexico for nearly 80 years,
the PRI (Revolutionary Institutional
Party), is the reflection of the economic
changes of the country. A new party the
of right, the PAN (Party of National
Action) expression of more modern
bourgeois circles, came to compete with
the old party of the caciques ones, while
on its left it created for itself the PRD
(Party of the Democratic Revolution).
In 2000 the candidate of the PAN, Vi-
cente Fox, became the first president
not a member of the PRI. This year its
successor Felipe Calderon was declared
victorious ahead of the candidate of the
PRD, Lopez Obrador. He denounced
electoral fraudulence and by his estima-
tion was the winner of the elections.
The PRD mobilized its supporters who
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F ran ce :
Down with the Electoral Circus,

Long Live The Revolutionary Struggle!

As the election draws near, the
brainwashing keeps on growing, sup-
plied with the daily oscillations in the
polls and the various adventures and
vicissitudes of the campaign. In this
veritableelectoralcircuswhere themys-
tified voters are the target (so say the
specialists in advertising marketing
which is characteristic of ultramodern
capitalism) of rival electoral staffs, the
most important thing for the dominant
class is actually not whether this or that
candidate triumphs: no, the most impor-
tant thing is that the circus continues to
function, in other words that the masses
and especially the proletarians continue
to take part, continue to believe that the
elections are the only means of «chan-
ge» or at least the only means «of ex-
pressing their dissatisfaction».

All the riches of society come from
the exploitation of the workers by capi-
talism. During the times of record eco-
nomic expansion, the capitalists could
concede to the proletarianssomecrumbs
to soften this exploitation and to make

prospects for social advancement for
their children glimmer a little more bri-
ghtly.

But these record periods can be only
temporary, even when they last for deca-
des as was historically the case in the
major countries after the last world war:
after the war they experienced a vigo-
rous revival of capitalist accumulation
and a long cycle ofeconomic expansion.
This period is called «the thirty glorious
years» by bourgeois economists, and all
the petit-bourgeois reformists mourn its
disappearance. But they either forget or
wish to conceal the fact that the immen-
se devastations of the war were the ne-
cessarypreconditionsand that these three
really shameful decades were marked
by an intensification of the exploitation
of the proletarians in the imperialist
powers and by a systematic plundering
of the resources of the so-called «peri-
pheral» countries, accompanied by
ceaseless «local» or colonial wars. The-
se decades of expansionnecessarily lead
to an all-the-more acute economic crisis

since economic growth had been long
and intense, as the party had foreseen in
the Fifties while fixing the probable date
of the eruption of the great general eco-
nomic crisis of capitalism at 1975.

This pivotal date opened an epoch,
which in France coincided with the first
Mitterrand (Left) government at the
beginning of the eighties, of deep chan-
ges in the social policy of capitalism, in
all countries.

Since then it is no longer a question
of continuing to grant concessions to the
proletariat, which previously had made
it possible to buy social peace, but now
it is necessary to turn against it. Former-
ly the prospect for reforms meant the
prospect for improvements of the li-
ving and working conditions of the pro-
letariat – and the reformists were those
who affirmed that the fight for reforms
was enough to recuperate all demands
and in doing so thereby preserving the
capitalist system.

From now on «reforms»are synony-
mous with attacks against the working
class – and the bourgeois analysts won-
derhowto push through these «reforms»
without a fight while the reformists ar-
gue, evidence in hand, that they are the
only ones capable of doing this, de-
monstrating their basically anti-worker
and pro-capitalist nature.

The more capitalism struggles with

THE GOAL OF THE ELECTORAL CIRCUS
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economicdifficulties, themore competi-
tion increases on a world market satura-
ted with goods, the more it feels the need
for new «reforms», i.e. the need for new
attacks against its proletarians in order
to extort additional shares ofprofits from
them. But even out of these attacks there
arises in the bourgeoisie an increasing
acuity as to the difficulty of maintaining
social peace, of preventing proletarian
reactions to the attacks, in a word of
preventing the reawakening of the class
struggle. It is not very difficult to see,
mirrored through the prattle of these
politicking speeches, the reflection of
these interests and these fears of the
capitalists. Lastyear, Sarkozygave him-
self the image of the «Strongman»on the
one hand and, on the other, of the crafts-
man of the «rupture» with Chirac’s poli-
cy since the most influential capitalist
circles consider the policy of «reforms»
too weak and too timorous; compared to
its allies/competitors and in particular
Germany, not to mention the so called
«emergent»capitalist countries like Chi-
na, to which French capitalism indeed
loses ground.

In parallel, aligning herself on the
same capitalist exigencies, Ségolène
Royal, who, as a candidate of the Socia-
list Party which has for itself the «natu-
ral» advantage of being the historical
social fireman, has affirmed herself as
an «Iron Lady» (the «right order», the
recourse to the armyto subdue the young
troublemakers and so on) and as a fol-
lower of «Blairism», in reference to the
anti-worker policy carried out by the
British Prime Minister since he has been
in power.

The riots of the suburbs and also the
mobilizations of workers at the time of
the fight against the CPE were a «close
call» (see «Proletarian» n°2). The bour-
geoisie suddenly remembered that at-
tacks which are too precipitous are li-
kely to involve igniting struggles, even
social explosions.

Sarkozy pontificated to Paris and to
the world that he «had changed»! For-
getting his speech on the «rupture», he
endeavoured to convince everyone that
he would not set off the social powder
keg and that he could be as attentive
towards the maintenance of the social
consensus as any social democrat (1).
And if the Centrist Bayrou could, thanks
to the magic wand of the great media
conglomerates, reach the status of «se-
rious candidate», it is because he fitted
into the equation perfectly: demonstra-
ting the ability to comprehend and de-
fend the interests of the large capitalists
at the same time having the sensibilities
required for the maintenance of social
peace (2)... ( Continuedon page18 )

Thefundamentalgoal of the electoral
circus and all of the circumlocutions of
bourgeois democracy is to act as an
antidote to the class struggle, in order to
deviateworking classdissatisfaction into
a dead end. The force and the omnipre-
sence of the electioneering propaganda
for the last several months are explained
at least partly by the difficulties stirring
up enthusiasm (in impassioning) among
the proletarians prior to (for) the election
date when the major candidates have
programs so close that in order to diffe-
rentiate themselves they project their
«image», their «personality» – manufac-
tured by their «communication»experts.
The multiplication of sociological stu-
dies on the phenomenon of abstention,
which has been constantly increasing for
years, even as the social shock absorbers
have been weakened, is an additional
sign of the concern of the bourgeoisie in
connection with the loss of credibility of
the electoral circus. After the riots of the
banlieues there were a lot of initiatives to
invite the young proletarians to register
on the electoral rolls and to take the
ballot in hand rather than the Molotov
cocktail.

But it would hardly be possible to
fight this erosionofelectoral illusions, to

THE «FARLEFT», PILLAR OF THEELECTORAL CIRCUS

No matter who is elected, the capita-
list attacks will continue and it will be
necessary to fight to defend ourselves. It
would be deeply erroneous to believe
that a Ségolène would be less malicious
than a Sarkozy. The history of the last
decades in France have demonstrated
that governments of the left are often
more successful in implementing anti-
proletarian measures, while at the same
time paralysing the working class.

The proletarians can count only on
themselves, and their most dangerous
enemies are those which claim to be on
their side: it is easier to fight against a
rightist Sarkozy or to push back against
a de Villepin (Prime Minister of Chirac
government) than it is to resist an SP’er
like Jospin – because the latter can more
easily mobilize the network of the colla-
borationist forces and their relaysofcon-
tacts among the workers!

The proletarians do not have any-
thing to expect coming out of the elec-
tions. They must turn their backs on the
electoral circus, all its magicians and all
its clowns in order to direct themselves
towards the only realistic alternative:
preparation of the struggle to defend
their class interests, the struggle of de-
fence against dismissals, against the de-
gradation of living and working condi-

bring the proletarians back into the sna-
res of bourgeois democratic policy, wi-
thout the presence of candidates in each
election who address themselves direct-
ly to them and which claim to defend
their interests; due to the factor of the
PCF (French Communist Party) having
being mortally wounded by its too-
lengthy anti-proletarian practice, the or-
ganizationsofthefarleftwereput forward
to once again take up their role as diffu-
ser of all the reformist lies and all the
deceptionsofbourgeoisdemocracy. The
Trotskyist organizations; LO (Workers
Struggle) and LCR(RevolutionaryCom-
munist League) the PT (Workers Party),
refusing even to call itself «far» left!»)
have fora long time dropped anyreferen-
ceto the«revolutionaryparliamentarism»
of Lenin which they had formerly invo-
ked, to electioneer comfortably in the
place left vacant on the bourgeois politi-
cal scene.

They thus became small, but irrepla-
ceable, pillars of the electoral circus. It is
not we who say it, but... Sarkozy himself,
when he declared that the Far Rightist Le
Pen and the LCR’s Besancenot would be
assured the necessary legal endorsement
signatures in order to be able to run in the
presidential elections.

FOR REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE !

tions, against police repression, against
expulsions, etc.Thisclassstrugglewhich
also implies the fight against the crimes
of imperialism and of internationalist
solidarity with the proletarians of all
other countries (even more so for us in
solidarity with those under the domina-
tion of French imperialism) and which
must independently emerge on the level
of proletarian organization and against
the collaborationists apparatuses, thus
having nothing in common with the tra-
ditional apolitical anarchistic attitude.

To be carried out effectively and in
order to exceed the stage of the purely
defensive struggle, in order to become
the revolutionarywaragainst capitalism,
requiresan organized avant-garde which
follows a policy based on the authentic
communist revolutionary program. Not
only against declared adversaries but
more especially against all the false
friends, against all the alleged revolutio-
narysell-outs to the bourgeois order who
only seek to mislead it, this avant-garde
must counter all the false prospects and
counter all democratic and electoralist
illusions.

In other words, the proletarian strug-
gle needs the class party working to
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France: For a Return to the Class Struggle
No to the Union Sacree behind the SP!

«A victory for democracy», «the
French people have rediscovered the
path to the polling booth», «the workers
renewtheir ties to the governmental par-
ties», these are some of the comments
which demonstrate thebliss of the media
with the result of the first round of the
elections. Beyond partisan contingen-
cies, bourgeois political commentators
are resoundingly joyful that the increas-
ing tendency towards abstention and
the discrediting of the political system
which has been increasing for years
underwent a «crushing rebuttal».

The polling booth rather than the
street, ballots rather than Molotov
cocktails, this slogan of diverse col-
laborationist, pacifist and reformist
associations and parties achieved a
straightforward success last Sunday,
showing that electoral illusions are
quite alive and that the democratic
mystification still functions.

The upcoming second round of pres-
idential and legislative voting will be
used to diffuse the electoralist intoxica-
tion in ever-increasing amounts, ac-
cording to which the vote is the way to
make things change, the only means to
oppose the attacks by the bourgeoisie -

or at least to ‘weigh in’ on the policy
pursued by the leaders of the country.

DOWN WITH
BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY!

The bourgeois democratic political
system is actually based on a double lie:
the lie according to which all citizens
being «free and equal in right» have at
their disposal the same little parcel of
political sovereignty, whether they are
the owner of a multinational or a unem-
ployed worker at the end of his benefits;
and the lie according to which the State
(withall itspolitical, legal, repressiveetc.
apparatus) is an «impartial» institution
above all classes and which serves all
citizens.

Actually capitalist society is divided
into classes with opposed interests, di-
vided between two poles between which
gravitate intermediate social layers: the
dominant class of the small minority of
those which appropriate all the riches -
the capitalists and - the great mass of
those who have nothing - the proletari-
ans, obliged to sell themselves to the
bosses in order to live.

The State is above all the organ for

the defense of the capitalist mode of
productionandthepoliticaldomination
of thebourgeoisminority.Thanksto the
various official institutions, with the
preponderant means of communication
in the hands of the capitalists, as well as
with the weight of the collaborationist
organizations bought off by the bour-
geoisie: «the ruling ideas are the ideas of
the ruling class» (Marx): in other words,
it is the bourgeois forces which fashion
«public opinion» and determine the al-
leged «free will»of the individual voter.

But in spite of their economic and
political domination, the capitalists
can’t prevent that the antagonisms be-
tween exploiters and exploited lead to
open struggles, confrontations during
which the exploited, on the basis of the
concrete experience of their collective
force, can emancipate themselves from
their subjection to bourgeois forces.

For the capitalists as for their re-
formist servants clinging to the mainte-
nance of their privileges in the existing
system, it is thus essential to divert
young people and workers away from
the only realistic and effective way to
defend themselves, open struggle; to
avoid putting the national capitalism in
difficulty, and to prevent a defensive
struggle that could lead to a frontal war
against the bourgeois order. This is why
at the time of the struggles against the
CPE, the chief of the Socialist Party,
Holland, declared that the CPE would be
applied since the lawhad been voted and
that the only thing to do was to await the
next elections. The young people and
workers did not listen to himand bytheir
combativity they obliged the govern-
ment to withdraw this measure which
had been voted for (even if the trade-
union leaders succeeded in stopping the
movement before it went further)!

LONG LIVE
THE CLASS STRUGGLE!

In 2002, a formidable opinion cam-
paign, carried out by just about all the
media, all the parties, all associations,
had brought the voting sheep back en
mass towards the ballot boxes in order
to support the bourgeois politician,
swindler-in-chief, Chirac.

Today a campaign of different opin-
ions but also totally disastrous wants to

(Continuationfrompage17 )

Down with the Electoral Circus
Long Live The Revolutionary Struggle!

conquer a decisive influence upon the
masses by a theoretical, political and
tactical struggle without concessions
against the system of bourgeois political
domination and against the intrigues of
the capitalists and their servants of any
and all species. A class party which will
then be able to direct the proletarian
masses in the revolutionary war to
overthrow the bourgeois State, to install
the dictatorship of the proletariat in all
countriesand toenablehumanityto reach
the classless, stateless society: Commu-
nism.

For theproletariansconsciousoftheir
class interestsand eager to fight for them,
there is today no more important and
necessary a task than to contribute, out-
side and against the democratic and elec-
toral circus, in liaison with the struggles
of the working class, to the efforts to-
wards the reconstitution of the interna-

tional and internationalist class party,
the party of the future world communist
revolution!

March 2007

(1) We do not speak here about ano-
ther pointupon whereSarkozyhashad to
back-pedal: his pro-American declara-
tions. Because of the clashes of interests
between French and the American impe-
rialists in many fields, it is indeed impos-
sible to reach the presidency without
professing hostility to the USA.

(2) This is why Simone Veil - the
president of the Committee of support
for Sarkozy - thought she had found
Bayrou’s weak point by recalling that
when he was a Minister for National
Education «he had made a million peo-
ple take to the streets» (quarrel on the
school laws).
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ensure the success of a new swindle:
reinforcementof the Socialist Partyas an
alternative to the ‘Sarkozyist’ right-
wing. After having succeeded in bring-
ing back to the polling booths not a few
workers and young people from the
working population who had previously
turned away, this campaign seeks to
create, behind the candidate manufac-
tured by the media, a gathering around
theSP inthenameof‘anti-Sarkoskyism’.
When the centrist candidate Bayrou
declared that «powerful interests» were
behind the standpoint of «Le Monde» in
favour of the presence of the SP Royal in
the 2nd round, he undoubtedly did not
allude only to the Lagardère media
group, but to the most influential sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie which have
been preparing this solution for many
months.

In effect, in a situation where French
capitalism encounters important diffi-
culties on the world market, all the cap-
italists insistently demand the accelera-
tion of the attacks against the workers,
more clearly calling into question the
«social rights» conceded formerly (and
Bayrou, Royal as well as Sarkozy agree
on this point).

But the bourgeois leaders know that
proletarian reactions to new attacks are
inevitable; since they are not able to
prevent them, they have need of a suffi-
ciently strong party on the left to control

them and to channel them in an inoffen-
sive way. Because of the deliquescence
of the Communist Party and immaturity
of the electoralist far left, only the SP can
act as a bulwark of the capitalist order.
This is the fundamental objective of the
anti-Sarkozy united front backing the
SP: not to obtain the more-than-improb-
able electoral victory of Royal, but to
reconstitute on the left a sufficiently
solid anti-proletarian force to maintain
calm on the social front.

The union in progress around a party
which (with its accomplices of the «Plu-
ral Left») served French capitalism and
imperialism with great fidelity in the
more than a quarter century since the
election of Mitterrand and which prom-
ises to serve it better still; this union
which is advocated by the shameless
electoralist far left, must be fought by all
those which want to really defend the
interests of the workers and to resist the
bourgeois order.

NO SUPPORT
TO BOURGEOIS AND REFORMIST

ORGANIZATIONS!

It is necessary to refuse the coarse
trap of theanti-Sarkozyunion: the adver-
sary is not this or that bourgeois politi-
cian, because bourgeois politicians of
the left as well as of the right, are only
executants of capitalist interests; it’s not

out of spitefulness that Sarkozy wants
more repression and more anti-workers
measures, but because he openly and
loudly voices the capitalist demands -
while Royal agrees with them but in a
sober way.

The adversary - it’s precisely the
bosses, the capitalists, the bourgeoisie,
the capitalist system which use the left
or the right in turn to hoodwink the
proletarians and to repress them; the
adversary - it’s the bourgeois State and
its political system with all its bought
politicians, these are also the ones who
recommend the eternal dead-end of the
«less evil», of the supposedly «realistic»
policy of compromising with the class
enemy.

The only solution, the only realistic
way is that of the rupture with social-
liberalism, with collaborationism, is
that of the desertion from the electoral
ditch to return to the terrain of open
struggle, of the intransigent class strug-
gle against the capitalist interests.

NO TO THE UNION SACRÉE
BEHINDTHESP!

NO TO THE ELECTORAL CIR-
CUS!

NEITHER SARKOZY, NOR
ROYAL!

FOR ANTI-CAPITALIST
CLASSSTRUGGLE!

April26,2007

Previous Sumaries of «Proletarian»
«The Proletarian» - Nr. 1 (02/ 2002)

•-Attacks against the U.S.A. : Only the
Revolutionary Class' Struggle against
Capitalisme will end the Bourgeois Ter-
ror and Massacres
•-To our Readers
•-Capitalism is international and global.
The anti-capitalist struggle must be in-
ternational and global
•-The Struggle of the International Pro-
letariat Against the Imperialist Stron-
gholds, the Only Means to Help the
Palestinian Proletarians and Masses
•-Against the Imperialist War in Chech-
nya. The Russian Workers Must Break
with Their Bourgeois Chechnyan War
by reviving the Daily Struggle in the
Factories, the Cities and the Country
•-No to the imperialist action in
Yugoslavia!Down with all nationalisms
and all bourgeois oppressions! Leaflet
published on March 1999
•-Rover: Need of the Class Struggle
•-At the Editions Programme

•-The International Communist Party’s
Programme

«Proletarian» - Nr. 2 (09/2006)

•-The Mission of the Blue Helmets is
purely Imperialist
•-Party and Class
•-To our readers
•-Palestine,Lebanon:Zionism-Assassin,
Imperialism-Accomplice!
•-To the Workers of Israel, to the
Workers of Palestine, to the Workers of
Europe and America!
•-OneYearafter themassacreofWorkers
in London. To the Terrorism of big
Imperialist States, answers back the
Fundamentalist Islamic Terrorism
•-The New Orleans Catastrophe:
Capitalism, the Economics of Misery
and Despair!
•-Union Sacrée to Condemn the Revolt
of the Banlieues
•-Proletarian Anger and Violence in the
Suburbs Promise Future Social

The Texts of the ICP # 2

«PARTY AND CLASS»
Summary

--Theses on the Role of the
Communist Party in the Prole-
tarian Revolution (1920)
--Party and Class (1921)
--PartyandClassAction (1921)
--Proletarian Dictatorship and
Class Party (1951)

(5 ; 3,5 £; N.A.:US$ 6; L.A.: US$ 3)

Tempests!
•-No to the CEP ! Class Fightback
against the Capitalist Attacks !
•-Against the CEP and all Bourgeois
Attacks,oneSolution:The Anticapitalist
Class Struggle!
•-The Abolition of Wage Labour means
the Abolition of Production for the Sake
of Production
•-The International Communist Party’s
Programme



Proletarian No 3 / October 200720

The Counter-revolutionary Role of Opportunism
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•-to take part, at the side of the
dominant class, the big bourgeoisie,
in all the struggles for social conser-
vation – ideological and practical –
and in all wars for the defense of the
national (and colonial) «economic ter-
ritory» on which its own parasitic exis-
tence depends.

on the social level:
•-to physically occupy the inter-

mediate places between the large bour-
geoisie and the proletarians (in the
cities and rural areas, the institutions,
the bureaucracy, the enterprise), by
considering small personal property
(including intellectual), small enter-
prise, the small firm, the family, the
village or the district, as the ideal
dimension of social life;

•-to confound itself in general with
the «mass», «the people», by fear of
having to pay somebody too much
(the State, a supplier, etc), by fear of
assuming responsibilities for others,
and at the same time,

•-to distinguish itself from the
«mass» (mass of the impoverished
possessing little or nothing) by its
privileges and its advantages.

THE PETIT-BOURGEOIS
LAYERS

Opportunism is thus the manifes-
tation on all levels, including philoso-
phical, religious and behavioral, of
the social layers which have demons-
trated their impotence historically, both
compared to the dominating class and
to the proletariat. These social layers,
which are permanently terrorized by
the threat of losing their privileges
and of tumbling into the proletariat,
even into the lumpen-proletariat, are
also frightened by the prospect, which
is however their great ambition, of
joining the ranks of the big bourgeoi-
sie; social layers which aspire to stop
history, i.e. to render eternal the situa-
tion which allows their survival wi-
thout problems, risks, without violent
jolts, wars and social confrontations
the consequences of which they can
only fear; and to make the locomotive
of history reverse as soon as the pro-
letarian revolutionary movement ap-
pears, and in which they see, with
reason, the threat of the total and final
disappearance of their particular ad-
vantages.

These social layers of the small

and middle bourgeoisie, to which it is
necessary to add the aristocracy of
labor which, comprised on the basis
of a privileged situation compared to
the proletarian mass, share the same
mentality and the same reactionary
attitude as the petit-bourgeoisie, bound
to oscillate perpetually between the
big bourgeoisie and the proletariat,
insofar as their interests appear at such-
and-such a moment to be more threa-
tened by one or the other. Historically
they are the most enthusiastic parti-
sans of democracy – this political
and social framework which, accor-
ding to bourgeois ideology,would allow
each individual, each company, to act
freely, entrusting its fate to the laws of
the market and to the State – sup-
posedly above all classes – the defen-
se of personal freedoms and private
property. These social layers are nu-
merous; indeed they form a conside-
rable mass – the peasantry in the less
developed capitalist countries, urban
in the others – and dream of constitu-
ting the majority, while worshipping
the idea of an individual conscience
which, according to them, determines
good or evil, peace or war, well-being
or misery. They have absorbed all the
bourgeois illusions of freedom, equa-
lity, fraternity, adding to them a good
amount of superstition and fatalism:
they believe readily in the existence,
after the physical life, of the ‘great
beyond’ where all terrestrial injusti-
ces are repaired and all sacrifices rewar-
ded. It is not by chance if the petit-
bourgeoisie class, historically vacilla-
ting between the opposing classes and
whose members concretely live in the
competition of all against all, repre-
sents a fertile ground for all prejudi-
ces and all superstitions: all that oc-
curs or can occur is the result of the
will of a higher being – an inflexible
destiny, a god, a brilliant leader, a
democratic Madonna.

In the course of the long period
which saw the emergence and the vic-
tory of the bourgeois class vis-à-vis
the aristocracy and the clergy, the
degenerated aristocratic layers – in
the economic and social sense – re-
presented a particularly tenacious reac-
tion to the new society and the new
anti-feudal mode of production. Simi-
larly, for the whole historical period
where the proletariat tends to conti-
nue as the class bearing the emancipa-
tion and progress of all humanity, the
petit-bourgeois layers represent a spe-
cific reaction (and a mobilizable reac-

tionary mass) against the proletarian
movement. In addition, the petit-bour-
geoisie has its historical identity wi-
thin capitalist society, which arises
from its specific counter-revolutio-
nary role. Marxism explains that the
petit-bourgeoisie cannot have a histo-
rical class potentiality, independent
of the other classes – whereas the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the
classes at the two poles of contempo-
rary society, have this potentiality
because they each are the bearers of a
particular mode of production: com-
munism and capitalism. The social
layers which comprise what is called
the petit-bourgeoisie, are actually semi-
classes, bereft of a specific mode of
production, bereft of a revolution and
a specific society. They are irreduci-
bly attached and dependent on bour-
geois society based on profit, on the
extortion of surplus value.

But in the development of the so-
cial confrontations and the struggle
between the two fundamental classes
this does not preclude that, so as not
to be crushed between the hammer of
the proletariat and the anvil of the
bourgeoisie, the petit-bourgeoisie tends
to play a particular role, its own role,
which can, in certain circumstances,
appear as (in its eyes and in those of
others) even a decisive independent
role.

In certain phases of the bourgeois
revolution, these layers could give a
powerful contribution to this revolu-
tion, that is undeniable; but they did it
under the pressure of the impersonal
needs of a capitalism grappling with
the old feudal society and for the benefit
of the big bourgeoisie. Once this pha-
se of bourgeois revolutions is termi-
nated, the petit-bourgeoisie expres-
ses its counter-revolutionary role more
and more clearly.

Opportunism, which is thus the
political expression of the various layers
which make up the petit-bourgeoisie,
describes a historical trajectory while
oscillating between an anti-proleta-
rian counter-revolutionary role and
an anti-bourgeois counter-revolutio-
nary role. In this sense the conservati-
ve and reactionary tendency of the
petit-bourgeoisie assumes different
characteristics according to particu-
lar historical phases and different geo-
graphical areas: in order to fight the
revolutionary proletariat it bases
itself on the big bourgeoisie and the
reactionary forces related to the old
pre-capitalist society, and on the im-
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perialist forces concerned with oppo-
sing the movement of the revolutiona-
ry proletariat; in order to fight the
revolutionary bourgeoisie it bases
itself on the reactionary forces related
to the Ancien Régime and on the im-
perialist forces concerned with oppo-
sing the bourgeois revolutionary mo-
vement, not hesitating even to seek
the support of the proletariat on the
condition of course that this proleta-
riat loses its class independence.

Given this political and social be-
havior, in the historical phase where
the bourgeoisie no longer has any re-
volutionary role, it goes without saying
that the petit-bourgeoisie can no lon-
ger express and defend anything but
the reactionary positions of social con-
servation. The big bourgeoisie uses it
and sustains it accordingly; precisely
because of its characteristic as a semi-
class and its historical impotence, it
turns to anything that gives it the illu-
sion of becoming a true social class,
with a particular historical program,
distinct and superior to that of any
other social class. But the only thing
which it has the possibility of attai-
ning is bourgeois ideology, which even
in a «radical» form, is moderated or
openly reactionary.

The invariance of opportunism
consists in this conservative, counter-
revolutionary social and political role.
To play this part, to try «to have wei-
ght» in society, the petit-bourgeoisie
can only base itself on its own mate-
rial conditions, related to small pro-
duction, small property of which it
defends the interests and the limits
and from which arise the immediatist,
separatist, reactionary and racist poli-
tical positions which characterize it.

The proximity of many of the pe-
tit-bourgeois layers to the proletariat
enables them to transmit to the wor-
king class their positions, their illu-
sions, their superstitions, their fears
and their ambitions. This work of in-
toxication of the proletariat appeared
very invaluable and even sometimes
crucial, for the social conservation
and the defense of bourgeois inte-
rests. It would be impossible for the
big bourgeoisie to directly carry out
this intoxication, to diffuse it with as
much force within the proletarian
masses: the chasm between classes is
too obvious. It is not the same with the
petit-bourgeoisie, which in a period
of prosperity certain proletarians can
hope to join: the class antagonism is
much less clear and it is often taken as
an individual and non-social differen-
ce.

History has demonstrated that du-

ring the time of grave economic and
social crisis the bourgeoisie did not
have any scruple in cutting out this
game and founding itself on overt class
dictatorship, while the petit-bourgeoisie
on the contrary needs democracy like
it needs air to breathe. It is in the
democratic environment that the pe-
tit-bourgeoisie can best exert all its
capacities as mediator and interme-
diary, to the point of filling all the
economic, political and social areas
permitted by capitalist development.
It is not by chance that it is only in the
most developed capitalist countries
that the petit-bourgeoisie proliferates
in the sectors of commerce, the so-
called «service industry», administra-
tion, bureaucracy, culture, informa-
tion, religion or sport, rather than in
the traditional sectors of the craft in-
dustry, small production and agricul-
ture. One more often encounters in
these last sectors elements coming from
the proletariat with the hope of esca-
ping from their condition in «setting
oneself up on one’s own account»

THE DEMOCRATIC LIE

But the bourgeois democracy of
today is no longer that of the first,
revolutionary phase of the bourgeoi-
sie, nor even that of the liberal phase.
Marx and Engels had already revea-
led not only the limits, but especially
the fundamental illusion of bourgeois
democracy, the unsurpassable form
of the political organization of so-
ciety.

During the time opened by the First
and the Second world wars, bourgeois
democracy became always and in-
creasingly the simple political and
ideological facade of the social domi-
nation of the bourgeoisie, which no
longer leaves any possibility of obtai-
ning by its intermediation even a tiny
modification – let us not speak about
moving towards socialism! – of the
existing order in favor of the exploi-
ted class.

Increasingly it boils down to the
simple mask of the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie, it is always and in-
creasingly a colossal lie. The freedom
called upon so much by the democrats
and all the bourgeois is reduced in the
reality of capitalist society to the free-
dom of the majority to sell its labour
power and in the freedom of some
others to buy it: for the greatest part of
humanity, this «freedom» is transla-
ted into a tragic necessity, with the
only alternative being misery and
hunger.

This lie is however the vital pro-

tective lymph of bourgeois middle-
class ideology, and the petit-bourgeoi-
sie does not have any other ideologi-
cal source in order to quench itself: it
nourishes it, it endorses it, it calls
upon it, it demands it, it begs the
powerful ones not to turn their backs
on it, it defends it tooth and nail be-
cause it sees there the means of its
social prestige and its economic and
political defense.

Opportunism can base its positions
and its demands only on democracy.
Democracy is thus not only «the best
method of government of the domi-
nant bourgeois class», because it suc-
ceeds in involving the proletariat in
the defense of the general interests of
capitalism (see Lenin), but it is the
specific counter-revolutionary instru-
ment opportunism uses with respect
to the proletariat to divert it from
class struggle and particularly of the
revolutionary fight.

This counter-revolutionary instru-
ment is used in all situations and in all
phases of the class struggle. Especial-
ly after the Second World War and the
experiments of Fascism and Nazism,
it is used as a preventive action in
relation to the attempts of the proleta-
riat to find its classist terrain of strug-
gle and to reorganize in associations
for the defense of its interests.

Liberal democracy was successful
in enrolling the proletariat of the va-
rious countries in the world imperia-
list butchery; but it did not succeed in
preventing the revolutionary proleta-
rian movements which after 1917 shook
the bourgeois domination of the world
and threatened to vanquish it in Euro-
pe following the Russian victory. One
then needed Italian Fascism and Ger-
man Nazism so that the bourgeois had
the means of taking repressive action
on a large scale and for a long time: 20
years in Italy, 12 years in Germany.
As a result, the combined action of
Fascism – i.e. of the open and decla-
red bourgeois dictatorship – and Sta-
linism – i.e. of the democratic and
national degeneration of the world
communist revolutionary movement
– caused the most serious and major
defeat that the proletariat had ex-
perienced since the birth of its class
movement.

When in the years 1914-1918, one
spoke about «opportunism» it was
not a moral judgement on the treason
of the leaders of the revolutionary
movement, who at the decisive time
appeared as agents of the bourgeoi-
sie while launching watchwords dia-
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metrically opposed to those of their
former propaganda. Opportunism is
a historical and social fact, one of
the aspects of the class defense of the
bourgeoisie against the proletarian
revolution; we can even say that the
opportunism of the leaders and the
proletarian executives is the princi-
pal weapon of this defense, just like
Fascism is the principal weapon of
the counter-offensive which supple-
ments it, so that the two means of this
struggle are integrated with a com-
mon aim. («Guerres et crises oppor-
tunistes», Textes du P.C.International,
n° 4, p. 42). Opportunism is thus one
of the aspects of the defense of the
bourgeois class, and the corruption of
the proletarian organizations is the
historical result of this defense: op-
portunism always responds as a pre-
ventive action of the dominant class,
and as a preventive action, it prepa-
res the ground for the bourgeois coun-
ter-offensive (Fascism) which will
break out against a revolutionary class
movement potentially threatening to
the central power. These two means
of struggle of the bourgeoisie are com-
plementary for the defense of capita-
lism.

* * *

How does opportunism actually
act? Let us look to the text which we
have just quoted:

Opportunism is characterized by
the fact that at the critical moments in
bourgeois society, which are preci-
sely those for which the extreme wat-
chwords of revolutionary action were
provided, it «discovers» that it is ne-
cessary to fight for other objectives
which, far from being those proper to
the proletariat, require a coalition
between its forces and a part of those
of the bourgeoisie.

This definition gives us the funda-
mental characteristics of opportunism;
however it would be false to conclude
from this that opportunism appears
only at those rare decisive moments;
being a social and historical fact, it
has material bases for a permanent
role in the bourgeois society. Let us
see the consequences of opportunist
action:

The political consciousness of the
workers is based above all on the
strength and the continuity of the ac-
tion of their class party. If thus at the

opening of the decisive situations, the
leaders, the propagandists and the
press of the party suddenly begin to
speak a new language –which means
that the bourgeoisie has succeeded in
mobilizing the opportunists in its fa-
vor, this causes a great confusion
among the masses, and the almost
unquestionable failure of any attempt
at independent action.

The goal of opportunism is to di-
sorientate the proletarian movement,
to make it deviate, to cause its failure.
If there is a real class movement, it
means that its action is independent of
the organizations of class collabora-
tion and with even stronger reason of
the openly bourgeois parties. To ruin
this movement, the bourgeoisie must
seek to disorientate it from the inside,
i.e. base itself on the opportunist for-
ces which may exist there, so that they
sabotage the classist actions and drag
this movement back into the orbit of
collaboration, reformism and respect
of the established order. This is what
it succeeded in doing through Social-
democratic opportunism, then finally
through Stalinist and post-Stalinist
opportunism.

In its initial revolutionary phase,
the bourgeoisie fought not only against
political feudalism and its superstruc-
tures, but also against the first inde-
pendent workers’ associations (see the
famous Le Chapelier law prohibiting
trade unions during the French revol-
ution); in the following phase of con-
solidation and capitalist expansion in
the world which was the golden age of
reformism, the bourgeoisie tolerated
the workers’ associations and allowed
their growth, while endeavouring to
politically capture them by increasing
amounts of social «democracy». In
the third historical phase, the phase of
imperialism, its attitude changes again.
Let us quote our text once again:

At the imperialist stage, capita-
lism seeks to overcome its economic
contradictions and to control all so-
cial and political developments by
inflating its State apparatus inordi-
nately; in the same way it modifies its
action with regard to organized labor
(...) at the third stage the bourgeoisie
understands that it can neither remo-
ve them, nor to let them develop on an
autonomous platform, and it propo-
ses to incorporate them by any means
into its State apparatus. Exclusively
political at the beginning of the cen-
tury, it becomes both political and
economic in the imperialist era: the

State of the capitalists and the owners
is transformed into the State-capita-
list and the State-employer. Within
this vast bureaucratic apparatus, it
provides gilded prisons for the chiefs
of the labor movement. A thousand
forms of arbitration, a thousand ins-
titutions of social assistance appa-
rently behaving to maintain balance
between classes, distance the leaders
of the labor movement from the auto-
nomous forces, and gradually inte-
grate them into the bureaucracy of
State. Demagogically these leaders
continue to speak the language of
class action and proletarian demands,
but of course they have become una-
ble of the least action against the
bourgeois power.

STALINISM,
THE WORSE WAVE OF

OPPORTUNISM

The opportunist wave correspon-
ding to the third period of the bour-
geois cycle (imperialism) is thus cha-
racterized by a movement towards
integration into the official state
institutions by organized labor, ini-
tially the political organizations, then
the organizations of immediate and
trade union defense.

Compared to the preceding oppor-
tunist waves, Stalinism, which repre-
sented the forces of Russian national
capitalism, found itself in a particular
historical situation: that of having to
destroy the most powerful revolutio-
nary party, the one which constituted
truly the superstructure of the world
communist movement, the Bolshevik
party, the party acting on its own ter-
rain. This Russian national bourgeois
objective was also a vital objective
of the international bourgeois coun-
ter-revolution; Stalinism represented
the Russian version of the internatio-
nal bourgeois counter-revolutionary
offensive which was called Fascism
in Italy, Nazism in Germany. Their
class nature is identical, their objecti-
ves are the same, their methods are
comparable – with the difference that
Fascism and Nazism were the coun-
ter-revolution in mature capitalist coun-
tries (though unequally developed)
where the proletariat had not yet suc-
ceeded in releasing itself from refor-
mist praxis, while Stalinism was the
counter-revolution in a country where
a young capitalism still had in front of
it bourgeois revolutionary tasks and
where the proletariat had seized power;
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the support of world imperialism was
thus necessary for it.

The improvist assertion of a new
objective – the construction of socia-
lism in a single country – which meant
giving up the international revolutio-
nary struggle, or rather of endeavou-
ring to make this struggle serve Rus-
sian national interests, was the de-
monstration that opportunism had ins-
talled itself at the head of the Bolshe-
vik party. Stalinist opportunism logi-
cally associated this objective of the
search for alliances between proleta-
rian forces and bourgeois forces, un-
der the pretext of their being opposed
to the more «reactionary» bourgeois
elements or even to allegedly feudal
reaction. The search for open allian-
ces with the bourgeois States was
merely the consequence of this same
orientation.

The class party, whose strength
and continuity of action constitute the
only possibility for the proletariat of
forming its political consciousness and
finding its correct line of action, was
for the world bourgeoisie the obstacle
to be destroyed. Social-democracy did
not completely succeed in achieving
this enormous crime; but Stalinism
which claimed to combine the defense
of democracy (this particular form of
bourgeois domination) with the fight
for «socialism» and «peace», succee-
ded in completely destroying the class
party which had reorganized interna-
tionally in reaction to Social-demo-
cratic opportunism.

With Stalinism, the defeatism in
regard to the proletarian class strug-
gle reached a degree unknown at the
time of the preceding opportunist
waves, which explains the depth of
the so-called Stalinist counter-revol-
ution, also unknown up to that point.
The destruction of the class party, the
destruction of the class trade unions,
the complete falsification of commu-
nist theory and program are the three
great defeats of the world proletariat
which politically thrust it back seve-
ral decades

For example, the opportunism of
the Second International had «disco-
vered» at the time of the First World
War that socialist objectives were to
be put aside and that it was necessary
to fight for the bourgeois objectives
of defense of the fatherland and de-
mocracy. But it did not dare to go
further. It said that it was only a truce,
and that at the end of the war, the
socialist struggle would begin again.
It was of course an entirely demago-
gic promise: the Russian experience,
the German experience showed that

Social-democratic opportunism fou-
ght the revolution with all its forces
and did not hesitate to achieve the
vilest repressive body of work for the
bourgeoisie against the proletarians
in struggle.

But Social-democracy continued
to use a Marxist language; even if it
denatured it, even if it castrated its
revolutionary edge, it did not howe-
ver dare to falsify Marxism comple-
tely or to baptize bourgeois objecti-
ves as socialist.

Stalinism went much further; it
seized all, it maintained all the names
(party, soviet, workers’ State, Inter-
national, Marxism), but it falsified
their contents fromtop to bottom. Much
more than Fascism, which also at-
tempted an effort similar to this, and
much more than Social-democratic
reformism, Stalinism ripped away from
the revolutionary proletariat its ban-
ners, its watchwords, its prospects;
and it reorganized them according to
Russian national interests, but also as
we have seen, to the needs of the
international counter-revolution

Social-democracy had thought up
a truce in the class struggle; Stalinism
imposed «peaceful coexistence» with
imperialism and the «fight for pea-
ce» as the objective of the class strug-
gle, class collaboration on all levels,
right up to international institutions
of the UNO type, supposedly so that
the «Nazi monster» never raised its
head again.

Actually the objective was diffe-
rent: it was the proletariat which was
never to raise its head again. This is
why Stalinism didn’t limit itself to
falsifying everything, didn’t limit it-
self to closing its borders in order to
develop its national capitalism, didn’t
limit itself to giving up the internatio-
nal revolution. It also had to eliminate
physically the revolutionists, the
Bolshevik old guard, all its opponents
known and unknown, active or poten-
tial. This bloody and pitiless repres-
sion makes the repressions of the South
American dictatorships with their thou-
sands of «disappeared» fade; it does
not have anything to envy in the Nazi
repressions and even the sorrowfully
infamous «holocaust». The most ba-
lanced estimates fix the number of
deaths at the time of the purges and
«collectivization» at more than one
million. Imperialism, and in particu-
lar «the great Western democracies»,
hid the Stalinist slaughters: the world
war matured in the economic base-
ment of capitalism and it was dis-
creetly prepared in the secrecy of the
chancelleries. The important thing was

that the proletariat, and the Russian
proletariat in particular, did not raise
its head; the important thing was that
the living example from the proleta-
rian revolutionary victory disappea-
red: the Bolshevik October, the party
of Lenin, the Red Army of Trotsky,
the Communist International; the im-
portant thing was that in resounding
show trials (which could not have been
held without active complicity of the
press organs of the international bour-
geoisie) the former chief leaders of
the revolution acknowledge being spies
and corrupted assassins. Only Stali-
nism could carry out this counter-re-
volutionary «historical mission» for
the benefit of the world bourgeoisie,
which gave it the right to lobby for a
leading role in the imperialist combi-
nes.

It did this with such success that
not only could Russia exit from the
quarantine to which it had been rele-
gated by the dominant imperialisms
after the failure of their armed inter-
ventions against the Soviet power, but
that, following the collaboration acti-
vated during the Second imperialist
world war, it provided the founda-
tions of the Russo-American condo-
minium within the framework of the
division of the world market into im-
mense zones of influence (the «socia-
list camp» and the «Western camp»).

No openly bourgeois force could
have achieved this terrible counter-
revolutionary action carried out by
Stalinism, including its external sub-
sidiary companies, the parties of Tho-
rez, Togliatti and Co., whose current
descendants still continue to carry it
out today, in different circumstances,
but with the same anti-working class
zeal.

Such was the decisive historical
importance of Stalinist opportunism
for the maintenance of world capita-
lism.

And such was, on the contrary,
the importance of the defence and
the restoration of the historical line
of Communism represented by the
struggle without compromise against
Stalinist opportunism and all its ma-
nifestations carried out between the
wars by the revolutionists and in the
post-war period by our current reor-
ganized in party form. This struggle
without truce must continue today;
not only against the degenerated in-
heritors of Stalinism but also against
those who pretend to envision in the-
se completely counter-revolutionary
forces who knows what «progressi-
ve» potentialities on which the prole-
tariat might rely.
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1. In the present capitalist social regime there develops an
increasing contradiction between the productive forces and
the relations of production, giving rise to the antithesis of
interests and to the class struggle between the proletariat and
the ruling bourgeoisie.

2. The present day production relations are protected by
the power of the bourgeois State, that, whatever the form of
representative system and the use of the elective democracy,
constitutes the organ for the defence of the interests of the
capitalist class.

3. The proletariat can neither crush or modify the mecha-
nismofcapitalist production relations from which his exploi-
tation derives, without the violent destruction of the bour-
geois power.

4. The indispensable organ of the revolutionary struggle
of the proletariat is the class party. The Communist Party
consists of the most advanced and resolute part of the
proletariat, unites the efforts of the working masses transfor-
ming their struggles for group interests and contingent
issues into the general struggle for the revolutionary eman-
cipation of the proletariat. It is up to the Party to propagate
revolutionary theory among the masses, to organize the
material means of action, to lead the working class during its
struggle, securing the historical continuity and the interna-
tional unity of the movement.

5. After it has smashed the power of the capitalist State,
the proletariat must completely destroy the old State appara-
tus in order to organize itself as the dominant class and set
up its own dictatorship. It will denyall functions and political
rights to any individual of the bourgeois class as long as they
socially survive, founding the organs of the new regime
exclusively on the productive class. Such is the program that
the Communist Partysets itself and of which it is characteris-
tic. It is this party therefore which exclusively represents,
organizes and directs the proletarian dictatorship.

6. Only the force of the proletarian State will be able to
systematically put into effect the necessary measures for
intervening in the relations of the social economy, by means
of which the collective administration of production and
distribution will take the place of the capitalist system.

7. This transformation of the economy and consequently
of the whole social life will lead to the gradual elimination of
the necessity for the political State, which will progressively
give way to the rational administration of human activities.

* * *

Faced with the situation in the capitalist world and the
workers’ movement following the Second World War the
position of the Party is the following :

8. In the course of the first half of the twentieth century
the capitalist social system has been developing, in the
economic field, creating monopolistic trusts among the em-
ployers, and trying to control and manage production and
exchange according to central plans with State management
ofwhole sectorsofproduction. In thepolitical field, there has
been an increase of the police and army potential of the State,

governments adopting a more totalitarian form. All these are
neither new sorts of social organisations as a transition from
capitalism to socialism, nor revivals of pre-bourgeois politi-
cal regimes.On thecontrary, theyare definite forms ofa more
and moredirect and exclusive managementof power’and the
State by the most developed forces of capital.

This course excludes the progressive, pacifist interpre-
tations of the evolution of the bourgeois regime, and con-
firms the prevision of the concentration and the antagonistic
array of class forces. So that the proletariat may confront its
enemies’ growing potential with strengthened revolutiona-
ry energy, it must repel the illusory revival of democratic
liberalism and constitutional guarantees. The « Party must
not even accept this as a means of agitation ; it must finish
historically once and for all with the practice of alliances,
even for transitory issues, with the middle class as well as the
pseudo-proletarian and reformist parties.

9. The imperialistic wars show that the crisis of disinte-
gration of capitalism is inevitable because it has entered the
phase when its expansion, instead of signifying a continual
increment of the productive forces, is conditioned by repea-
ted and ever-growing destruction. These wars have caused
repeated deep crises in the workers’ world organizations
because the dominant classes could impose on them military
and national solidarity with one or the other of the belli-
gerents. The opposing historical solution for which we fight,
is the awakening of the class struggle, leading to civil war,
the destruction of all international coalitions by the recons-
titution of the International Communist Party as an autono-
mous force independent of any existing political or military
power.

10. It is from its revolutionary nature and not its confor-
mity to any existing constitutional model that the proletarian
State draws its power for social reorganization.

The most complete historical example of such a State up
to the present is that of the Soviets (workers’ councils) which
were created during the October 1917 revolution, when the
working classarmed itselfunder the leadership ofthe Bolshe-
vik Party. The Constituent Assembly having been dissol-
ved, theybecame the exclusive organs of power repelling the
attacks by foreign bourgeois governments and stamping out
inside the country the rebellion of the vanquished classes
and of the middle class and opportunist sections which are
inevitable allies of the counter-revolution at the decisive
moment.

11. The integral realization of socialismwithin the limits
of one country is inconceivable and the socialist transforma-
tion cannot be carried out without failures and momentary
set-backs. The defence of the proletarian regime against the
ever present dangers of degeneration is possible only if the
proletarian State is always co-ordinated with the internatio-
nal struggle of the working class of each country against its
own bourgeoisie, its State and its army ; this struggle permits
of no respite even in wartime.

This co-ordination can only be secured if the world
communist party controls the politics and programme of the
States where the working class has seized power.

PROGRAMOFTHEINTERNATIONALCOMMUNISTPARTY

The International Communist Party is constituted on the basis of the following principles established
at Leghorn in 1921 on the foundation of the Communist Party of Italy (Section of the Communist
International):


